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want peace 

'LON&QW ;(R j ~r -& ^‘iiiuf So* liil official jaid Wednesday thv - Iranian 
pcupfe bere^t^x wanted Jin end io if» Gull war with Iraq* anti rvj:n the 
Teh ra^^Mitlwriuet- realised the i-unflict cnuM nt»i h? won. Ai.a London 
news otnfcjrcrifo^ hcikl »>r the Stniet ForcignMin&iry’s 

. Eysihtytfo Snji MPfanwii# ftwanwr mured other Strict spokesmen in 
Swing fi*.-' U;Sj naval "pre*n» « iii uu.- Gulf *as liaNe u> lead In 
. Unprctfetabfc. cverai like last S:*,.~.N missile attack on the U.S. 
frigate Sjark^Mr/MerKld«idi ailed the xnih e.ir-oW Gulf conflict a 

aepBeEfai; r which narfkr at r coaid win. “the Iranian authorities 

considered; they would be aWc to win. but now tfaev know n s not the 
caSe." he said. Mr. Menddevicl. said he had visited Tehran a couple of 
months a^o. “My bhprvsshra wa* that the underMapding that the war must 
fi^.fioiahed periiaps. was growag among the people/’ he said. Mr. 
Mendetevidt* visiting London for talks with British Foreign Office 
oHjctuKsaid jhe Attack on the Start by two Iraqi jets ail hough 
unpremediiaTed. was “very dangerous and very unfortunate.” Iraq has 
apologised over- the i nci d en t, in which 37 American seamen died. 
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Secord seeks to block bank records 

GENEVA (R| — Retired U.S. .ur force Major-General Richard Secord, 
a key figure in the Iran-contra sc in da I, has appealed to the Swiss supreme 
court to block Geneva bank documents requested by U.S. investigators, 
judiciary sources said Wednesday. The U.S. Justice Department asked 
the Swiss government last Dece nber to freeze numerous bank accounts 
used for channelling funds ant' 10 hand over relevant records. Swiss 
officials have agreed to the lequcst, and say they will hand over 
documents recording transaction; by about 20 key participants in the 
scandal which broke Iasi November. The documents cover American, 
Iranian. Swiss and Saudi Arabian individuals and companies linked with 
bank accounts at Credit Suisse in Geneva. They arc expected to give the 
first dear account of the flow of money in the Reagan administration's 
secret operation which sold am s to Iran and diverted profits to rebels 
fighting the Nicaraguan government. It was not dear when Gen. Secord. a 
key figure in the scandal, filed the appeal with the supreme court in 
Lausanne. The court could take months to issue a ruling. 
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Envoy to Iraq . 
swomifl 

AMMAN (J.T.) — - Retired Ma- 
jor General Hitmi At Lawzi was 
sworn in, on- Wednesday before 
His Majesty King Hussein at the 
Royal Court as Jordan’s ambassa- 
dor to Iraq. The swearing-in cere- 
mony was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al Qasem 
and Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odch._ Prior to this post, Mr. 
Lawa served as Armed Forces 
assistant chief of staff. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — All minis- 
tries, government departments 
and' public institutions will 
observe an . official holiday on 
Monday, -May 25, to mark Inde- 
pendence Day, an official com- 
munique issued by Prune Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai said Wednesday. 

Escapees elude 
Isradi police 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
troops reinforced the southern 
border Wednesday to prevent sbe 
Palestinians who broke out of jail 
three days ago from escaping into 
Egypt, a newspaper reported. In 
the daring jail break, the six 
sawed off iron bars blocking a 
second story window. leapt into 
the courtyard and clambered over 
3 wall to freedom. Israeli troo 
launched a massive manhunt for 
die fugitives.- who are all &om the 
occupied Gaza Strip, and warned 
the public they are dangerous. 
The six escaped Sunday from the 
prison in ^owntowurGaza City. 

Former Libyan envoy 
attacked in Vienna 

YIENpiA A/flOTfif . t»r 

bVan-anibassadori0pVienoa,^tiie 
faiget of a.- shooting Two years 
ago,- was. auacked antf slightly 
injured Wednesday ata busy 
downtown square, a senior police 
official said. Police said- at least 
one shot 'was fired~ during the 
assault., hut it was unclear 
whether the injury was caused by 
a bullet. The attacker escaped on 
foot ATjbyari passport badbeen 
found on the scene, aud it was 
assumed to have been lost by the 
attacker, police said. Police 
spokesmen, identified the victim 
as Ezzeddin Ghadamsi, who res- 
igned as ambassador to Vienna in 
1980 after an apparent failing out 
with Libyan leader Muatnmar 
Qadhafi. A police official who 
asked for anonymity said the 
passporrfound on the scene was 
made out to Mohammad S.A. Al 
Hag, bom in Tripoli, Libya, in 
1957. Mr. Ghadamsi, shot five 
times in an assault. Feb. 28, 1985 
by a lone, gunman, had been 
hospitalised in critical condition 
with five bullet wounds to the 
xbcst-nnd abdomen. 

3 French fighter 
jets crash 

PARIS (Rl— Three French Mir- 
age F-l fighter planes crashed 
Wednesday in southeastern 
France while on a low-altitude 
training . exercise, the Defence 
Ministry said. Two pilots were 
killed instantly and a third was 
missing after the crash outside the 
village of St. Cbamond, near the 
dty of Lyon,' a ministry statement 
said. Air . force command had 
launched an investigation to try 
to determine the cause of the 
acadeut; the most, costly in terms 
of French military aircraft in re- 
cent memory, it said. The three 
planes,. from the 30th fighter 
squadron based at Reims, were 
.flying ' along' a predetermined 
course as part of an exercise to test 
navigation skills at low altitude. 
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Gorbachev reaffirms 
Soviet position on 

relations with Israel 

U.S. reluctant to mediate Soviet-lsraeli break 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, in an interview pub- 
lished on Wednesday, said Moscow would 
restore diplomatic relations with Israel only 
if the Jewish state changed its aggressive 
policies and there was progress for efforts for 
peace in the Middle East. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, in an 
interview published or. Wednes- 
day, said Moscow would restore 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
only if the Jewish state changed 
its aggressive policies and there 
was progress for efforts for peace 
in the Middle East. 

In remarks to the Italian Com- 
munist Party daily I'Unita. Mr. 
Gorbachev also dismissed West- 
ern fears that Moscow is trying to 
split the United States from 
Western Europe and said the 
division of Europe contributed to 
stability. 

The’ Soviet leader said the 
Soviet Union could accept a neut- 
ral Afghanistan and rejected Chi- 


na's view that the Kampuchean 
conflict was an obstacle to belter 
Sino-Soviet relations. 

On a possible summit with 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
he echoed previous statements 
that substantive issues must be 
tackled. 

"I won’t play the tourist,’* he 
said, “but every politician must 
be a realist, and I think realism 
will win out.” 

On Israel, the Soviet leader 
remarked: “We don’t have 
reason to assume a different atti- 
tude towards Israel than we do 
against any other country, except 
for one point — the aggressive 
policies of Israel in regards to the 
Arabs.” 



Mikhail Gorbachev 

The Soviet Union broke di- 
plomatic relations with Israel af- 
ter the 1967 Middle East war. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Moscow 
could restore relations with 
Israel, severed after the 1967 war. 
only if there was real progress 
towards a Middle East settle- 
ment. 

On domestic Soviet issues, Mr. 
Gorbachev said in his interview 
published on Wednesday 

(Continued on page 3) 


Dynamite blasts persist in 
Beirut despite crackdown 


BEIRUT (AP) — Saboteurs 
ignoring a Syrian army crack- 
down on bombers set off five 
dynamite explosions in west 
Beirut on Wednesday wounding a 
pedestrian. 

Police .said gunmen in two 
speeding cars hurled sticks and 
bundles of dynamite into garbage 
dumps causing loud explosions 
and. raising the number of such 
attacks to 116 since the Syrians 
moved in Feb. 22. 

It was the first time that the 
dynamite blasts, which police say 
are aimed at undermining the 
Syrian initiative, have claimed 
any casualties. But three car- 
bomb explosions have killed eight 
people and wounded 19 since the- 
Syrian intervention. 

The first explosion occurred at 
10:05 a.m. and the others fol- 
lowed within 10 minutes. Two 
were set off in the Teliet Al 
Khayat neighbourhood. 

A man, police said, was 
wounded in an attack near a bank 
on the Corniche Mazraa commer- 
cial thoroughfare. 

The new’ attack came on the 
heels of the arrest of Druze mili- 
tia official. Imad Saab, and eight 
of his aides in connection with the 
bombing -spree. 

Mr. Saab, a Progressive Social- 
ist Party (PSP) security officer, 
admitted in an interview with the 
state television Tuesday night 
that he had engineered 30 of the 
explosions since 7,500 Syrian sol- 


diers deployed in west Beirut to 
end militia anarchy. 

He said he wanted to “create 
confusion only” and claimed that 
Palestinians in the Beirut refugee 
camp of Mar Elias provided the 
dynamite. 

Most Palestinians in Lebanon 
support Palestine Liberation 
Organisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat who has been at odds with 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
for four years. 

Pro-Synan Lebanese leaders 
have charged Mr. Arafat was 
behind the bombings to discredit 
the Syrians. 

Brigadier Ghazi Kanaan, 
Syria's military intelligence chief 
in Lebanon, charged on Monday 
that Mr. Saab was taking orders 
from the PSP’s overall security 
chief, Jamal Karara. known as 
Abu Haitham. 

In the interview, Mr. Saab 
said: “Abu Haitham issued the 
orders. He told us he would 
execute us if we failed to obey.” 

The PSP withheld comment. 

It was not dear who conducted 
the interview with Mr. Saab or 
where he spoke. The interviewer 
did not appear on camera and the 
voice was not that of the familiar 
Lebanese television announcers. 

Security sources said Mr. 
Karara served with Mr. Arafat’s 
Force-17, an elite unit of intelli- 
gence officers, before the PLO 
withdrew from Lebanon in 1982. 


3 policemen killed in 
Johannesburg explosions 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Three policemen were killed and 
10 people injured Wednesday 
when two bombs exploded out- 
side a Johannesburg courthouse, 
police said. 

Police spokesmen at the Pre- 
toria headquarters said they 
could not recall any previous 
bombing in which as many police- 
men had been killed. 

A smaDer blast at the court- 
house entrance followed by a 
more powerfiil one in a car a 
minute latci , occurred about 
12:30 p.m. at the magistrate’s 
court building at the edge of the 
city's financial district. 

Minister of Law and Order 
Adriaan Vlok blamed the African 
National Congress (ANC) for the 
blasts. 

Police headquarters in Pretoria 
said six policemen were injured, 
four seriously. Also injured were 
four civilians, including a black 
woman and her husband, police 
said. 

The independent Sonth Afri- 
can Press Association said about 
20 news photographers and tele- 
vision crewmen were taken into 
custody to police headquarters 
after they tow pictures from the 


roof of a nearby building. 

The blasts occurred on the 
fourth anniversary of the dead- 
liest guerrilla bombing attack, in 
South Africa, when 19 people 
were killed and more than 200 
injured by a carbomb that ex- 
ploded outside an office building 
in Pretoria. 

The ANC, the main guerrilla 
movement fighting to oust the 
white-led government in South 
Africa, claimed responsibility for 
that explosion but has made no 
specific comment on the nearly 50 
bombings in South Africa since a 
state of emergency was declared 
June 12. 

On Tuesday, a limpet mine 
exploded in a city centre office 
block and shopping centre, caus- 
ing damage but no injuries. 

Hundreds of police swooped 
on student hostels and a racially- 
mixed appartment block in 
Johannesburg early Wednesday, 
detaining a number of people, 
police and witnesses said. 

The police said the raids were 
connected to their investigations 
into recent explosions, guerrilla 
activities and alleged offenses in- 
volving blade trade unionists. 


Shamir vows 
to fight 
government 
break-up 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Wednesday Israeli efforts to con- 
vene a Middle East peace confer- 
ence were dead and declared that 
he would fight hard to prevent a 
break-up of the government over 
the issue. 

‘The initiative of an interna- 
tional conference is already non- 
existent. In order to do a far- 
reaching thing like this, the sup- 
port of all the government is 
needed.” Mr. Shamir said in an 
interview on armed forces radio. 

Mr. Shamir is firmly opposed 
to plans by Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres to convene a U.N.- 
sponsored conference which 
would pave the way for negotia- 
tions between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

“There may be a demolition 
team, but I do not think it will 
succeed in breaking up the gov- 
ernment. I am guarding the 
national unity government and 
hope I will prevent all efforts to 
sabotage it.” Mr. Shamir said. 

His right-wing Likud bloc says 
such a conference would force 
Israel to return the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Peres’ Labour Party has 
repeatedly called for early elec- 
tions over Likud’s refusal to 
approve his plan and is struggling 
to muster the 61 parliamentary 
votes needed to bring about an 
early poll. 

Labour Party Secretary Uzi 
Boram told reporters: ”At this 
moment, there is no majority in 
the Knesset (parliament) for ear- 
ly elections. It can happen in two, 
two-and-a-half months and then 
elections can be held at the end of 
1987.” 

The coalition united on Tues- 
day to defeat no-confidence mo- 
tions on Middle East peace 
moves despite the cabinet dead- 
lock over the issue. 

Political analysts said Labour 
had die votes to pass a no-confi- 
dence motion but feared Likud 
would then have formed a narrow 
government without it. 

Labour and its allies have 58 
votes in the 120-seat house — 
enough to top the 57 votes of 
Likud and its allies but short of 
the 61-vote majority required to 
force an election before they are 
scheduled to take place in 
November 19SS. 

Explaining the Labour vote, 
party parliamentary leader Rafi 
tdry told reporters that in a 
speech for the government Likud 
Transport Minister Haim Corfu 
had not rebutted the subject of an 
international conference and Mr. 
Peres’ programme to advance the 
peace process. 


Fresh moves reported towards healing Arab rifts 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti news- 
papers Wednesday reported 
plans for fresh diplomatic efforts 
to heal rifts between Iraq and 
Syria, and Jordan and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Al Qabas, which earlier re- 
ported President Saddam Hus- 
sein of Iraq and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad held secret talks 
aimed at a rapprochement three 
weeks ago. said fresh tensions 
had since surfaced. 

Quoting informed Arab di- 
plomatic sources in Damascus, it 
said Iraq's Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz met secretly with Syria's 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
KJiaddam last Sunday and agreed 
to hold further talks designed to 
set the stage for a formal summit 
between their leaders. 


The officials met. the sources 
said, following a successful trip by 
King Hussein to Baghdad and 
Damascus last week' after re- 
newed tension between the two 
countries. 

Al Anba newspaper, quoting 
an unnamed member of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), said a PLO envoy would 
visit Amman within the next two 
days to promote fresh links on 
Middle East peace moves. 

It said the envoy of PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat, expected to be 
either his political adviser Hani 
A! Hassan or PLO Executive 
Committee member Jamal Al 
Sourani. might be accompanied 
by Osama Al Baz. a top adviser 
to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The PLO envoy, the daily said, 
would cam' a message from Mr. 


Arafat to King Hussein relating 
to “a need to’ clarify (lies) ana 
start a new page of political coor- 
dination between the PLO and 
Amman on the basis of the 
February (11. 1985) agreement.” 

Mr. Arafat, in an Italian televi- 
sion interview broadcast Tuesday 
nighr and a separate interview 
with Epoc3 magazine, said the 
recent unifying of PLO factions 
would help, not hinder, efforts to 
stage an international conference 
on Mideast peace. 

Mr. Arafat said he felt the 
reunification of the PLO would 
be a positive factor in peace 
efforts, because “the unity of the 
Pl.O will help the unity of Arab 
nations.” 

“We Arab countries are living 
in the same period that you in 
Italy saw before the unification of 
Italv. he said. 


He also said the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), which 
met in Algiers last month, had 
passed ”a specific resolution” to 
participate in an international 
conference for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The PLO leader said his 
group's relations at present were 
“difficult” with Syria, as well as 
with Egypt, but he described the 
friction with Egypt as “just a 
passing cloud.” 

“We have the fullest trust in 
the wisdom and patriotism of 
Mubarak,” he said. 

On Libya, Mr. Arafat said 
there had been “misunderstand- 
ings” in the past, but he praised 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
for “working seriously to push 
the elements’ outside the PLO to 
reunite with the PLO.” 


Mine wounds 4 Israeli 
soldiers in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Four 
Israeli soldiers were wounded 
Wednesday when a roadside 
bomb exploded in South Leba- 
non as their patrol passed by. and 
a Lebanese resistance group 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

The incident occurred in the 
central sector of Israel’s self-de- 
signated “security zone." a 10-to- 
15-kilometres wide area patrolled 
by the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia and backed by ab- 
out 1,000 Israeli soldiers. 

In the South Lebanese port city 
of Sidon, the pro-Iranian guerril- 
la organisation. Islamic Resist- 
ance. issued a statement saying its 
fighters had planted the roadside 
bomb near Nabatiyeh town. 

It said the bomb exploded as a 
mechanised Israeli patrol passed 
by. and that an Israeli Merkava 
tank was destroyed and its crew 
killed. 

An Israeli spokesman said in 


Tel Aviv that the blast was 
apparently triggered by remote- 
contro). He said four Israeli sol- 
diers were wonded. 

Israel has pledged strong re- 
taliation for attacks against its 
troops in the “security zone.” 

In the last few weeks' Israel has 
mounted an air offensive against 
Palestinian camps near the South 
Lebanese port of Sidon after a 
series of Katyusha rocket attacks 
and attempts to infiltrate the 
Galilee area. 

Sidon residents said Israeli 
warplanes on Wednesday swept 
low over the city and nearby 
Palestinian refugee camps. 

Lebanese police sajd six war- 
planes crashed the sound barrier 
over Sidon and the camps of ‘Am 
Al Hilweh and Mieb Mieh in 
repeated low runs at 5:20 a.m. 

Police said Palestinian fighters 
fired Soviet-made surface-to-air 
missiles. SAM-7s, at the jets. But 
all missed. 


Iraq reports downing 
Iranian F-4 in dogfight 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
warplanes on Wednesday shot 
down an Iranian F-4 jet fighter in 
a dog-fight over the northern 
Gulf, a Baghdad military spokes- 
man said. 

• He said the Iranian aircraft was 
spotted early Wednesday morn- 
ing near a disused Iraqi oil ter- 
minal. Iraqi planes engaged it and 
it was seen falling in flames into 
the sea, be said. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Iraqi jets flew 58 sorties 
during the day, striking Iranian 
military concentrations and other 
targets. 

Iran’s Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said an indust- 
rial unit on the outskirts of the 
southern Iranian city of Ahwaz 
was damaged by rockets fired by 
Iraqi jets. There were no casual- 
ties, IRNA said. 

The Iranian agency said Ira- 
nian warships on Tuesday had 


intercepted and searched a. total 
of 23 foreign tankers and freigh- 
ters in the Strait of Hormuz, the 
southern entrance to the Gulf. 
All the vessels were allowed to 
proceed when no Iraqi-bound 
cargo was found aboard, it said. 

The agency also reported that 
“several Iraqi gunboats” were 
damaged and were forced to flee 
when they attempted to attack 
Iranian positions in the Khor 
Abdullah creek, in southernmost 
Iraq Tuesday night. 

Tlie Iraqi agency said President 
Saddam Hussein sent a special 
message to Iraqi naval forces 
Wednesday congratulating them 
for foiling an attempt by Iranian 
warships to attack Iraqi positions 
in the same area Monday. 

At the United Nations, Iraq 
charged in a letter published on 
Wednesday that Iran employed 
mustard gas and phosgene against 
Iraqi troops. 


Captain of missile-hit American frigate 
says he had only seconds of warning 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
captain of the USS Stark said 
Wednesday he did not know a 
missile was heading for his 
warship until a lookout spotted it 
only seconds before it rammed 
into the vessel, killing 37 seamen. 

Commander Glenn Brindel 
said the ship lost its tracking 
ability for about 30 seconds after 
the missile hit. then a second 
missile struck as the crew was 
tiying to shift the defensive sys- 
tem from manual to automatic. 

In his first public comment 
about the Iraqi attack Sunday, 
Cmdr. Brindel also said he was 
convinced the attack was a mis- 
take. 

He said his crew spotted the 
Iraqi warplane on radar, but not 
the missiles, at least one of which 
was a French-made Exocet. 

“The aircraft launched the mis- 
siles. I believe, at a significantly 
close range, where only a matter 
of seconds were able to be given 
for defensive measures to be put 
inio effect." he said. “And we did 
not detect the separation of the 


radar of the missile from the 
aircraft, which would be one 
means of detecting hostile in- 
tent...” 

An engineer who survived the 
Iraqi missile attack on the USS 
Stark said Wednesday he was 
woken up in his bunk by a large 
explosion, then his crew quarters 
were engulfed in flames. 

“I heard the first explosion and 
I didn't know what caused it,” 
said Petty Officer Michael 
O’Keefe, 27. “I thought we had 
lost the engine.” 

"Then when I smelled smoke I 
felt there was trouble,” followed 
by a second explosion. He saw 
“fireballs,” said the engineer. 

He was brought to a news 
conference by Cmdr. Brindel 
who aid Petty Officer O’Keefe 
had performed many ‘heroic’ acts 
to save some of his fellow crew- 
men and help contain the dis- 
aster. 

The news conference was held 
about four hours after a military 
C-I41 starlifter left Bahrain on 
the way to the United States with 


the ..bodies of 35 sailors. Two 
other seamen are missing and 
presumed dead. 

A senior Pentagon official. 
Rear Admiral Grant Sharp, was 
due in Bahrain Wednesday to 
head an investigation into the 
attack, which both Iraq and the 
United States have described as 
an unintentional error. 

Cmdr. Brindel said one of the 
two missiles was definitely a 
French-made Exocet, but from 
the wreckage it was possible the 
second was a laser-guided missile. 

Such missiles are much harder 
to delect because they do not 
send out radio beams. 

Cmdr. Brindel said he wept at 
a brief airport ceremony on 
Wednesday morning to honour 
the dead crewmen but was con- 
soled by the widow of one of 
them. 

Barbara Kiser told him her 
husband was “with the Lord, not 
in the casket and the Lord had 
reasons for what happened.” 

U.S. Ambassador Sam 
Zakhem showed reporters a let- 


ter Mrs. Kiser sent to the Iraqi 
pilot who fired the missile con- 
taining a “message of peace” and 
she also sent a copy of the New 
Testament. 

The pilot has not been publicly 
identified by Iraq. Mr. Zakhem 
said be would gJve the letter and 
book to the Iraqi ambassador in 
Bahrain. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
said Tuesday th3t unless the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
pressures Iran to make peace 
with Iraq, the Gulf war "will 
bring more tragedies” like the 
Stark attack. 

"We hope the Security Council 
will be encouraged to do some- 
thing,” he told a news conference 
in his Baghdad office. 

He said he hoped “this unfor- 
tunate incident will serve to push 
circumstances toward an end to 
the war.” 

Mr. Aziz also said fighter pilot 
who attacked the Stark thought 
he was firing on an Iranian target. 

Mr. Aziz said the Iraqi pilot 

(Continued on page 3) 


Calero says he met Reagan 
but denies discussing aid 


WASHINGTON (AP)— Nicara- 
guan rebel leader Adolfo Calero 
testified Wednesday he met Pres- 
ident Ronald Reagan three or 
four times during a two-year ban 
on U.S. military aid to his forces, 
but never mentioned secret U.S. 
efforts to aid the contras. 

“No, sir, no,” Mr. Calero re- 
plied at the Iran-contra hearings 
when asked if he and Mr. Reagan 
discussed either Oliver North’s 
activities or the contras’ efforts to 
raise funds from foreign sources 
as a replacement for U.S. aid cut 
off by Congress. 

Testifying during a two-hour 
morning session, Mr. Calero also 
said he received no indication 
that Mr. Reagan knew of pro- 
ceeds from secret U.S. arms sales 
to Iran being diverted to the 
rebels. Mr. Reagan has denied 
any knowledge of the diversion. 

In an opening statement before 
be submitted to questions, Mr. 
Calero lectured the House of 
Representatives and Senate in- 
vestigating committees about the 
importance of the contra cause. 

He said American resolve was 


at stake in the war against the 
Sandinistas, adding, “it is the 
United States that will win or 
lose.” 

Mr. Calero told one questioner 
that only a “minor, very minor” 
part of the Iran arms sale pro- 
ceeds were eventually received by 
the contras. 

Retired air force Major Gener- 
al Richard Secord. who appeared 
before the committees two weeks 
ago. said he spent $3.5 million in 
proceeds on the contras, although 
much of that presumably went to 
sustaining a secret arms-running 
operation. 

Testifying under oath, Mr. 
Calero said he raised $33.7 mil- 
lion for the contras during the 
two-year period, adding that he 
told Lieutenant-Colonel North 
“practically everything” about 
the weapons he bought with the 
frinds. 

“I had no reservation. 1 had 
full confidence and trust in him,” 
Mr. Calero told the congressional 
Iran-contra hearing. He said the 
two men met about 50 times 
during the two years. 


Frustrated losers cry foul in 
Philippine elections 


MANILA (Agencies) — Frus- 
ftated losers on the left and right 
joined sections of the military on 
Wednesday in battering President 
Corazon Aquino with accusations 
of cheating in the Philippine elec- 
tions as members of her coalition 
bickered over how to divide the 
spoils. 

As rightrwingeres continued 
their protest campaign, leaders of 
a leftist coalition said vote-rigging 
and intimidation in last week's 
election could push previously 
non-violent supporters into the 
arms of communist rebels. 

Senior defence officials said a 
letter from a group of officers 
expressing "deep concern" over 
the election appeared genuine. 

Official vote tallies, nearly half 
over, continued to give Aquino 
crushing dominance in the new 
two-house congress. 

Analysts said continuing 
allegations of fraud have ended 
much of the elation which saw the 
May 11 vote bailed by indepen- 
dent poll-watchers as perhaps the 
cleanest in the tarnished history 
of Philippine elections. 


Election officials and indepen- 
dent observers acknowledge 
some cheating but dismiss accusa- 
tions that the poll was systemati- 
cally rigged. 

Without waiting for final vote 
counts, apparently successful 
candidates from different factions 
in Mrs. Aquino's loose multi-party 
coalition nave begun frantic lob- 
bying amongst themselves to try 
to secure the important role of 
speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

The opposition Grand Alliance 
for Democracy, (GAD), led by 
former Defence Minister Juan 
Ponce Emile, has charged mas- 
rive fraud in the election. Mrs. 
Aquino has called the election 
the cleanest and fairest in Philip- 
pine history. 

On Tuesday, the supreme 
court ordered the administration 
campaign staff to respond by next 
Monday to a petition filed by the 
alliance asking that the election 
be nullified. 

An alliance of leftist parties 
also denounced the election as a 
fraud. 
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U.S. to guard Kuwaiti 


ships despite Stark attack 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States has served 
notice that its warships will stay in the Gulf to 
protect Kuwaiti tankers despite a missile attack on 
the U.S. frigate Stark in which 37 American sailors 
were killed. 


have to go in harm's way from 
time to time." 


Kuwaiti paper 
blames Reagan 


President Reagan told the U.S. 
navy in the Gulf to shoot in 
self-defence as developments in 
the region set off questions in 
Congress about the American 
role there. 

Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger named Rear Admiral 
Grant Sharp Tuesday to head a 
military inquiry into the attack on 
the stark by at least one Iraqi jet 
which fired one or two Exocet 
missiles. 

A State Department spokes- 
woman said plans were going 
ahead to put 11 Kuwaiti tankers 
under the American flag to pro- 
tect them in the Gulf, a battle- 
.ground in the 6 1 ear-old war 

between Iran and Iraq. 

“Our interests in tne region 
aren't changed." nor “is the 
threat to neutral commercial 
shipping and to the free flow of 
oil through the Strait of Hor- 
muz." spokeswoman Phyllis Oak- 
ley said. 

With the Stark out of action, 
the United States now has two 
guided missile frigates and three 
guided missile destroyers, as well 
as the command ship La&alle, in 
the Gulf. 

The ships have no air cover but 
the aircraft carrier Constellation 
is on its way to the area through 
the Indian Ocean and its fighters 
could defend the warships by next 
week. 

Officials did not say when the 
United States expected to take up 


escort duties for the Kuwaiti 
tankers which have come under 
attack from Iranian planes. 

President Ronald Reagan said 
be had received “a very fulsome 
apology" from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein for the attack on 
the Stark. 


He added: “The real villain is 
Iran. And so they're delighted 
with what has just happened." 

Some members of Congress 
demanded a review of the whole 


question of U.S. policy in the 
Gulf. 


Republican Senate leader 
Robert Dole said in a speech 
Tuesday: “We need to examine 
exactly what it is we're doing in 
the Gulf — our goals, our 
strategy, the cost we're willing to 
pay.” 


Congressmen noted that the 
United States depends on Gulf 
suppliers for only 10 per cent of 
its oil needs, while Japan and 
European allies, without forces in 
the region, obtain 90 per cent of 
their requirements there. 

Senator Jim Sasser, question- 
ing Mr. Weinberger in a subcom- 
mittee hearing, asked: “Why is 
U.S. treasure and American 
blood being spent to safeguard 
the oil lifeline to Japan and to 
Europe?” 

Mr. Weinberger replied: “It is 
essentia] that if we're going to 
exist in the world and keep our 
freedom, that our people will 


Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti news- 
paper launched a fierce attack on 
President Reagan's policies 
Wednesday in the first response 
in the northern Gulf emirate to 
Sunday's air strike by Iraq on the 
Stark. 

Kuwait has not commented 
officially on the attack, which 
killed 37 crewmen, but an edito- 
rial in A1 Anba, a moderate daily 
usually friendly to the West, said: 
“We consider President Reagan 
responsible for what happened." 

Addressing Mr. Reagan, it 
said: “You have contributed to 
this (Iran-Iraq) war directly and 
indirectly, in fomenting, escalat- 
ing and continuing the conflict. 

“You have supplied Iran with 
arms to escalate the war, to con- 
tinue its attacks on Iraqi territory 
and reinforce Iran's arrogant re- 
fusal to respond to calls for 
peace.” , 

Diplomats said Kuwait, which 
supports Iraq in the war, would 
regard the attack on the Stark as 
something with which it was not 
directly concerned. 

A1 Anba accused Mr. Reagan 
of dosing his ears to Islamic and 
Arab calls for Washington to lend 
its weight to efforts to end the 
war, in which Iranian forces are 
entrenched in Iraq's Fao peninsu- 
la only a few miles from Kuwait. 

Moscow treated its Arab 
friends as allies, it said, but 
Washington viewed them “some- 
times ... as enemies, giving prior- 
ity to preferred friends Israel and 
others. 


Argentina 
to export 
nuclear 


Kuwait pledges $900,000 for Palestine refugees 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Kuwait 
has pledged $900,000 in response 
to Lebanon emergency appeal 
being made by UNRWA, the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East. 

UNRWA Commissioner- 
General Giorgio Giacomelli has 
asked for $20.6 million to enable 
the agency to give urgently- 
needed help — food, shelter and 
medical care — to Palestine re- 
fugees suffering from the fighting 
in Lebanon.- 


Kuwait's pledge brings to near- 
ly $11 million the amount prom- 
ised or paid in cash to the appeal. 
Another $2.4 million has been 
pledged or given in kind — main- 
ly food, blankets and medical 
supplies. 

Other governments which have 
made pledges or contributions 
are: Australia, Austria. Canada, 
Finland, France, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the Un- 
ited Kingdom. The European 
Community; a number of non- 


governmental and other organisa- 
tions and individuals have also 
made contributions or pledges. 

UNRWA provides education, 
health and relief services to some 
2.1 million registered Palestine 
refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria, the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. About 13 per cent of the 
total refugees live in Lebanon, 
with over half of them living in 12 
camps. Some 43,000 of the Pales- 
tine refugees have been displaced 
by the strife in Lebanon in the 
past nine months. 


technology 
to Iran 

BUENOS AIRES (Age odes) — 
Argentina will provide Iran with 
nuclear technology in a deal 
worth about $5 million, a spokes- 
man for the National Atomic 
Energy Commission (CNEA) 
has said. 

“A contract was signed earlier 
this month and the technology 
will be delivered in about a year 
and a half," Roberto Orstein, the 
CNEA's international affairs 
manager, told Reuters. 

Mr. Orstein said Argentina 
would provide the technology, 
including a new core, for an 
experimental reactor at Tehran 
University. 

It will allow the reactor to func- 
tion on 20 per cent enriched 
uranium in keeping with current 
international safeguards, he said. 
The reactor has since 1967 been 
working on 90 per cent enriched 
uranium. 

Talks between Argentina and 
Iran began about 18 months ago 
after the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
asked Argentina and other coun- 
tries whether they could provide 
the technology to modify the reac- 
tor in Tehran, Mr. Orstein said. 

He said there were good possi- 
bilities for further deals of the 
same nature with other countries. 

The local foreign trade weekly 
Neustra Brochure said Argentina 
was also holding talks with Alba- 
nia, Indonesia and Morocco to 
export nuclear technology. 

Argentina already has bilateral 
contracts with Pent and Algeria, 
Mr. Orstein said. 

The Iranian reactor was built 
by United Nuclear Corp. of the 
United States but the U.S. gov- 
ernment cut off supplies of highly 
enriched uranium after the Ira- 
nian revolution of the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

Argentina already is training 
engineers for the Atomic Energy 
Organisation of Iran, so the con- 
tract is considered a chance for 
the Argentine government to 
gain political influence in the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Estrada said negotiations 
for the contract took place over 
18 months. 

Argentina's nuclear industry is 
Latin America's most advanced. 

Argentina has two nuclear 
power, reactors. 


Despite risk, ships queue to enter Gulf war zone 




t. 


FUJAIRAH. United Arab Emi- 
rates (R) — r Sixty-five tankers are 
now lying off Fujairah and nearby 
Khor Fakkan, many ready to sail 
at a moment's notice into the 
Gulf war zone despite the risk of 
missile attack by Iran or Iraq. 

Tanker silhouettes dot the 
horizon and ship radios crackle as 
harbour master Roger Turnbull 
directs another vessel to anchor 
off the quiet port just outside the 
Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of 
the Gulf. 

“We’re out of the war zone, 
which is what makes it so attrac- 
tive," said Capt. Turnbull. 

More than 200 ships have been 
bit in the Gulf, with the loss of 
more than 100 seamen, since the 
Iran-Iraq war spilled over into 
international sealanes three years 
ago. 

The highest casually toll from a 
single attack was the 37 U.S. 
sailors killed in Sunday's Iraqi air 
strike on the U.S. frigate Stark 
near Bahrain. 

Fujairah, 140 kilometres from 
the mouth of the Gulf, is a safe 
haven outside the normal range 
of Iraqi and Iranian planes or 


gunboats. 

Tankers spend anything from 
six hours to two:months at anchor 
undergoing repairs; replenishing 
feel and provisions or waiting for 
orders to pick up a cargo of crude 
oil, refined products or gas. 

“They wait for their owners to 
find them a charter. There is no 
use waiting off Norway or Greece 
if the market is here in the Middle- 
East," Capt. Turnbull said. 

“It's a good place to wait,” said 
a Norwegian captain who for 
security reasons declined to give 
his name or that of bis tanker. 
“It's safe and it’s easy to get 
supplies." 

Almost one-fifth of the non- 
Co mmunist World's crude oil is 
shipped from the Gulf and Fu- 
jairah-based shipping agents say 
more than 40 tankers a day pass 
through the Strait of Hormuz. 

The chances of a given tanker 
being hit are less than one per 
cent, they say, and the chances of 
human casualties are even 
slimmer. 

Even so, shipowners offer dou- 
ble and sometimes triple pay for 
the time seamen spend in the war 


zone, generally defined as the 
northern Gulf.’ 

The port of Fujairah, one of 
seven emirates making up the 
United Arab. Emirates (UAE), 
abolished its anchorage fee a year 
ago to attract more tankers and 
benefit from the economic spi- 
noff. 


Since January, around 40 tank- 
ers have been offshore at any 
given time, lighting up tbe hori- 
zon at night like a ary at sea. 

The anchorage is good, dose to 
shipping lanes and exempt from 
war-risk insurance. Sometimes 
tankers stop on their way out of 
the Gulf to wait for higher spot 
oil prices, dean the bull or repair 
minor missile damage. 

Shipping agencies and service 
companies have sprung up to give 
a small fHip to the economy of 
Fujairah, a mountainous and un- 
til recently isolated emirate which 
has yet to find oil. 

“Sometimes they just turn off 
their engines and drift for a few 
hours. They may order 100 kilos 
of potatoes, 200 tonnes of fresh 
water and pick up their mail. 


Once a captain asked for 20 
colour TVs on board within, three' 
hours," said Capt. Turnbull. 

- Inbound, a tanker may halt 

near Fujairah until nightfa l l to 
enter the Gtdf -under .cover of 
darkness. Iranian helicopters and 
planes, which artack vessels in the 
southern gulf, do not usually 
operate at night. 

Iranian gunboats, which have 
been sighted in international wa- 
ters off Khor Fakkan, -exchange 
what shipping sources describe as 
firm but polite radio 
with the U.S. navy. 
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“If the Iranians feel the TJ.S. is 
getting too dose to their waters 
they tell them to get away," said 
one Fujairah-based -shipping 
agent. “The Americans reply by 
saying they are in international 
waters. The matter usually ends 
there.” 

Diplomats say the United 
States is less worried about the 
regular Iranian navy than small 
missile-bearing craft piloted by 
Revolutionary Guards, blamed 
for several attacks in the southern 
gulf on ships trading with Kuwait 
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Kuwait 


plans to keep 
AIDS at bay 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
detected six cases of AIDS and is 
studying a programme of checks, 
education and penalties to keep 
the killer ailment at bay. Health 
Minister Abdul Rahman AJ A wa- 
di said in an interview published 
Wednesday. 

A1 Anba newspaper quoted 
him assaying the government was 
studying a bill to penalise anyone 
who had sex with their spouses 
while aware that they carried 
AIDS (acquired immune de- 
fidency syndrome). 

It was also studying proposals 
to carry out checks on anyone 
travelling abroad more than 10 
times a year, he said in Geneva 
where he attended a recent 
World Health Organisation 
meeting. 

A survey of up to 15,000 peo- 
ple in Kuwait would also be 
carried out to monitor possible 
spread of the disease, he added. 

The AIDS cases identified in 
Kuwait include two Americans, 
two African students, a “state- 
less” person who came from 
Saudi Arabia and an Arab child 
whose nationality he did not dis- 
close. 


Pacific states dismiss concern over Libya 


• --.'i 

-- '"-Jye 

■j -...i. 


RABAUL, Papua New Guinea 
(R) — Three South Pacific island 
nations said Wednesday Libyan 
influence in the region had been 
blown out of proportion by West- 
ern countries. 

Papua New Guinea, the Solo- 
mon Islands and Vanuatu, part- 
ners in the Melanesian spearhead 
group, also said they would pre- 
serve their culture and identity to 
avoid rorial conflicts such as the 
ethnic violence in Fiji between 
ethnic Melanesians and Indians. 

Prime Ministers Paias Wingti of 
Papaa New Guinea and Ezekiel 
Alebua of the Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu Deputy Prime 
Minister Sethy Regenzanu met 
here in an attempt to forge a 
common policy m the South 
Pacific. 

They stated their position one 
day after Australia ordered the 
closure of the Libyan People's 
Bureau (embassy) in Canberra 
and expelled its diplomats. 

Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke accused Libya of playing 
a destabilising role in the South 
Pacific. It also was involved in 
“divisive activities" in Australia, 
he said, without giving details. 

Australian officials' said West- 
ern concern stemmed from the 
establishment of diplomatic -tie* 
between Vahuatu and Libya last 


year. They said Libya might use 
Vanuatu to support dissident 
groups in' the region. 

Mr. Regenzanu told the con- 
ference Vanuatu would never 
allow any activity that could des- 
tabilise the region. All three 
ministers emphasised the need 
for Melanesian unity and con- 
sultation. 

“Vanuatu, contrary to a lot of 
media discussion, will never allow 
itself to be used as a base' for 
activities that are contrary to the 
interests and needs of the govern- 
ments of the people of the re- 
gion," Mr. Regenzanu said. 

Mr. Alebua said the Libyan 
issue was of some concern to 
Solomon Islands but it bad been 
exaggerated by Australia. New 
Zealand and the United States. 

“We feel that the arch adver- 
saries we must face together are 
the superpowers and their* wan- 
ton interest in this region... We 
feel that they are paranoid about 
the whole issue (of. Libya)." he 
said. 

Referring to the ethnic disturb- 
ances in Fiji following last week's 
attempted coup, Mr. Alebua 
said: “It can be avoided if we can 
maintain our identity, if we can 
carry out our functions and gov- 
ern our own nations with our own 
decisions. 




“If we can keep away foreign, 
alien influences from our shores; 
we sincerely believe that the 
problem in Fiji will not happen in 
our countries," he said: 

Wingti told the conference 1 the 
French territory of New Caledo- 
nia, not Libya, was still the most 
serious long-term issue. >’ V- 
“We cannot; and must riot? 
simply react to what ortsutea say 
about us and want us to do " the, 
Papua New Guinea leader said. 

Meanwhile the Australian gov- ' 
eminent was accused "by the 
opposition Wednesday of order- 
ing die closure of the- Libyan' 
People's Bureau to deflect atten- 
tion from its handling of thecrias - 
in Fiji. : V: 

The opposition said 'Mr:.' 
Hawke bad displayed impotence 
in .the face of last Thursday’s - 
military takeover, which.it said 
was a direct result of the govern-; 
ment's lack of interest in the irea^ " 
Shaban Gashut; secretary of 
the Bureau, said the derision to 
close Libya’s sole diplomatic: 
office in Australia was “immature; -■ 
political behaviour." - .’r . J- 

Mr. Hawke denied at a press' 
conference Tuesday that theded- ' 
sion to dose the bureau had ban . 
influenced by events in JFiji^but 
conceded the issues were inter-;' 
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16:50 Rrfigiuin Series (Ihn Khaldoui-1 
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19:00 Religious programim s 

20:00 News in Arab c 
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21:10 The Chafteni e 
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29:00 Evening Shov 

21:00 News Summary 
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21=55 News Summary 

22*0 Evening Show Conti i. 
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23:57 News HcadKm s 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


FEATURE FILM 


* The CbapUn Review” at 5:00 p.n.. 
and 9:00 p.m. Thursday at (be Anc '- 
kan Centre. 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. TcL 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
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VIDEO 
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BBC WORLD SERVICE 

oJ9. 720. I3H KHz 
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the French Cultural Centre, 


CULTURAL CENTRES 
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dal News 08:00 World News 09 *9 24 
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Choice 08:45 The World Today 09rff 
Ncwsdesk 09 JO Time for Verse 09*=i 
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American Centre 

American Centre Library .... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre .. . 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Hava Aits Centre 

Hussein Youth Citv 

Y.W.C.A- 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
Univ. of Jordan Ubrarv 
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Linos Amman Cfab. Meetings cvciy 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 pan. 

Lions PhBadripfcra Cfab. Meetings c - 
ery second and fourth Wednesday -it 
the Ammon HotcL 7:30 p.m. 
Phfladrfplifa Rotary Cfab. Mcetmis 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Iim. 
1J0 p.m. 

Rotary Cfab. Meetings every Tucsdi y 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.11) 
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Royal Automobile Cfab. Jabal Am- 
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Newsline 22J0 Music USA 23:60 
News St Editorial 23:15 Musk US \ 
Jazz 24:00 News 24:10 World Repo 1 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7cf: 773111-19 


20J0 Programme on the occupied 
Arab territories 

Arabk Scrii s 

Ret igkus scrii s 

- Arabk scri* s 

*-™® An interview with a st/ 


PROGRAMME ONE 

10*0 Koran 

MH20 Programme Rcvic v 

IOJ5 Children programn c 

11*0 Canoot s 

I1J5 Amusement programn c 


12:00 Ramadan compcuiii n 

12:15 Religious programn c 


•2J0 Friday's prav. t 

»*20 Soci. r 

14:10 Religious dialogic 

I4J0 Fading and health (Arubi- ) 

1SJ5 Local puzz c 

15:45 Cooking programn c 

16*0 ArabtcpUy 

18:00 Arabic Scri> s 

19*0 Religious programs c 

19^0 R^uidan compctitk n 

20*8 News in Arab e 


PROGRAMME TWO 
17 JO French film: Lcs 5 dernier i s 
minutes 

News in Frcixn 

Aujourd "huicn Frame 

News in Hebrew 

... History of Mcdkirc 

News in Arab c 

The Cosby show 

Weekly Prc vie* 

FakonCrca 

News in Engten 

Peter the Grc.j 


19*0 

19:15 

I9J0 

19*5 

20*0 

20J0 

21:00 

21:10 

22*0 

22J0 


RADIO JORDAN 

5!S5 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 7741 1 1- 19 


“Children's Heritage and Sdeme 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for ad 
ages, plus a small planetarium at tl c 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week Wt) 

а. m. - 1 p.m. and 3J0 p.m. - 6*0 pjii. 
Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and co- 
nuncs over 100’ycarsold. Abo raosat-5 
from Madaha and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Rj 
an excellent col lection or the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AJ Oal a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.1 tl 
□ju.- 5.00 p.m. (Fridays and officii] 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.i. 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, ard 
sculptures by contemporary Islam c 
artists from most of tbc Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection erf paintings ty 
19th Century orientalist artists. MunLr 
zah. Jabal Luwcibdch. Opening hour •: 
MUM a.m. - I JO p.m. and 3 .0(1 p.m ■ 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tc:. 
63UI2K. 

07:00 Light Muse 

07 JO Ncwsdesk 

08:00 Morning Sho* 

10*0 News Summary 

10:05 Morning Show Conti i. 

11*0 NewsSummaiy 

11*5 Listeners' Choke 

12:00 NewsSummaiy 

12*5 Listeners’ Chou c 

I2J0 Country Muse 

13*0 NewsSummaiy 

13*5 Country Muse 

14*0 News Bullet, a 

14:10 Jordan Week y 

14 JO Muse 

15*0 In Correct 

16:00 NewsSummaiy 

16*5 Instruments "s 

16J0 Old Favour iL s 

17*0 lo Correct 

18*0 NewsSummaiy 

18*5 TopTwcn y 

19*0 Ncwsdesk 

19J0 Dale with a Sft.r 

20*0 Just a Min me 


St Joseph Church (Roman Caiholk ) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of tbe Amundadoa (Ronfen 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tc . 
637440. 

De fat SaBr Church (Roman Cathob ) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
Tcrranuta Church (Roman Catholic i. 
Jabal Luweibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:711 
pan. TcL 622366 

Church of the AmumdadoB (Graft 
Orthodox) Abdali. TeL 623541. 
Angfican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 62538. >. 
Armenian CatfaoSc Church Ashrafidi. 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashr.i- 
fich. Td. 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Smart Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafidi. Tel. 771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church (Into 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmc Karri. Tc;. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jab d 
Amman. 6th Cirdc. (Rev. N. Smin. 
Tel. 811295. 


20J0 The Deceives 

21*0 Easy Listcnii g 

21 JO Follow the Wird 

22*0 Jazz Hour 

23:00 25 Years of Rock 

24*0 Close Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

720. 1323 KHz 


07:00 Ncwsdesk 07 JO Country Stye 
07:45 Reflections 07*0 Financial Ncv s 
08*0 World News 08*9 24 Hours 
News Summary 08 JO Visions i.f 
Humanism 08*5 The World Tody 
09*0 Ncwsdesk Q9J0 Meridian 10*8 
World News 10*9 24 Houis: Ncts 
S ummary 10J8 Write on... Ifc45 Mc-- 
chanl Navy Programme 11*0 World 
News 1 1 *9 Reflections 11:15 Loved l y 
the Gods 11 JO Good Friday McdiLi- 
tion 12:00 WorM News 12*9 Briiith 
Press Review 12.-J5 Hie World To<Ly 
12J0 Financial News 12^45 Hotel du 


This information is supplied hy Roy.it 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information " depot - 
mem at the Queen Alio lntemaiion.il 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. t where t 
should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

10*0 Aqaba (R. ) 

10J0 Cairo (R. ) 

I0J5 - Jeddah (R. ) 

11:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (R.-) 

11*5 Doha. Bahrain (R. ) 

11:05 Dhabran. Kuwait (R. ) 

17 JO Cairo. Aqaba ( R. 1 ) 

18 J5 New York. Vienna fR. j 

I8J5 London (R. ) 

19*0 Bucharest. Lamaca(R. ) 

20J0 Athens (R. ) 

20:45 RomcfR. ) 

02*0 Baghdad (R. ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

13:20 Cairo (M‘.) 

13*0 Dtrfia. Bahrain (GI ) 

14 J5 Kuwait (Kl » 

I5J0 Istanbul. Ankara (T5-) 

16*0 Riyadh (SN ) 

19:10 Frankfurt (IJ!) 

I9J0 ... Amsterdam. Istanbul (KLh 1 ) 

I9J0 Baghdad (I/) 

20:00 Zurich. La maca (SF ) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FUGHT5 
(Terminal 1) 

07*5 Aqaba (R. 1 ) 

11^0 Bucharest fR.-} 

Hi® Rome (R. ) 

12J0 Cairo (R. ) 

13:00 Frankfurt. London (R/) 

13:15 Brussels. Paris (R) 

13*5 La maca. Athens (R.*) 

20J0 — Kuwait (R/) 

21*0 Abu Dhabi (R. ) 

21 J0 Bahrain. Doha (R. 1 ) 

22*0 Jeddah (R. ) 

22*0 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (R.*) 

22*0 Baghdad (R.-) 

22:15 Cairo (R. ) 

23*0 Dubai. Muscat (R.') 

23*0 Bangkok (R.'j 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06JO Frank fun (LI 1 ) 

08*0 Cairo. London (B/ j 

Lac 13*0 News Summary: Sourxi- 
tracking 13:15 Merchant Naw Pro;;- 
ramme 13 JO Business Mullers 
World News 14*9 News About Brita- n 
14:15 in ihc Meantime 14:25 A Lctti r 
from Northern Ireland 14 JO Meriden 
15*0 Radio Newsreel 15:15 Jazz fi-r 
the Asking 15*5 Sports Round-up 
16*0 World News 16*9 24 Hour.: 
News Summary 16J0 John Peel I7:M 
Outlook: NewsSummaiy 17*5 Nature 
Notebook 18*0 Radio Newsreel 18:15 
The Curve 19*0 World News 19*9 
Commentary 19:15 Science in Aetic n 
19*5 The World Today 2fcM World 
News 20*9 A Letter from Northern 
Ireland 20:15 Best on Record 28*5 
Sports Roundup 21*0 Ncwsdesk 21J0 
Multi track 3 22*0 News Surnnur-; 
Outlook 22J9 Stock Market Repot 
22*5 Society Today 23:00 World Neus 
23*9 24 Houk: News Summary 23 Jt 
Sdcncc in Action 24*0 News Suni- 
maty: Network UK 00:15 Music Now 
•0*5 A Night to Remember >1.10 


09*0 Damascus, Parts (AI) 

14*5 Cairo (ML) 

15*0 Bahrain. Doha (GI ) 

15 JS Kuwait (Kl) 

1&20 Ankara. Istanbul (Th) 

17:40 Riyadh (S\) 

18 JO Baghdad Hi* ) 

20:00 Sanaa fU‘) 


EMERGENCIES 


PRAYER TIMES 


03J9 Fa r 

05:33 (Sunrise) Dul.a 

12J2 Dhul r 

16:13 -A -r 

19J3 Maghrtn 

21*5 -Ivl a 


Amman mvemorate 8910 

Amman Gvil Defence 198, K9 

Civil Defence lrbid .... 271293. 2731.' I 

Gvil Defence Ouweismeh 7707:3 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 573(6 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... I‘K 

First aid 6303* I 

Blood Bank 7783( 3 

Civil Defence rescue 661 II I 

Fire headquarters 6220903 

Police rescue ..... 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 6391^1 

Traffic police 896390 I 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 62 4» | 
Municipal water complaints 771 125 8 
Queen Alia lntl. Airport (08)53330/10 

HOSPITALS 


Radio Jordan 77411CT9 

Ministry of Tonrism 

Hotel complaints 666412 


Price complaints : 661 ITS 


Tdephooc Information .... 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas caOs 

Repair service IJ 




NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammoor ; 6156^8 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mohfouz 7933*4 

Dr. Add Dabdoub ..: 8936^4- 

Dr. Walid Sahawneh 7799i 7 




MONEY EXCHANGE 


Wednesday rati* 

Local seU/buy rates in li s 

Belgian franc 89.7/ 9n.f 

Dutch guilder 164.9/ I6t ..6 

French franc 55.7/ 5«-.2 

Italian lira 25.6/ 1 .9 

Japanese yen (for 100) 236.5/ 231—7 

Swedish crown 53.1/ 51.6 

Swiss franc 226.5/ 22J..9 

U.K. sterling pound 555.6/ 56 .8 

U.S. dollar 331.3/ 334 

W. German mark 185.9/ Iff .9 


WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/23 

Khali* Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281 6 
Akik-ta Maternity. J. Amn.... 64244] 1 

Jabal Amman Maternity 6423/ 2 

MaJhas.J. Amman 636U0 

Palestine. Shmeisani 6641714 

Shmcisani Hospital 66912 1 

University Hospital 845^-5 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227 9 

The [skunk. Abdali bbb\2im 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164 6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101 3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marfca 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19 


Al Salam Pharmacy ; 

Neiroukh Pharmacy ; 

Firas Pharmacy 

Hinnawj pharmacy ... 

A1 Ferdows pharmacy 


. 636770’ 
;723tf2 
6619I2- 
.845376. 
. 7873^6 


ii 


TAXIS: 

AI Wahda taxi 

KhaJdoun taxi 1.. 

Bassam taxi 

Ahli taxi 

Heyam taxi 

Balascmah taxi 

Bahrain taxi' 

Mashhouriaxi 


.641lfc3. 
.664818 
.81185/ 
.621117 
.817411 
, 8451JO- 
; 7730:4 
.89670 


IRBIlh 

Dr. AJi Shukarri 

AJ Qascm pharmacy 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy M ... 


. 24610 
.... (-J 
■- t-> 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa’ad 

Jabcr I bn Ha yyam pharmacy 


-J 9891-0 

-- hi. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department « f 
Meteorology. 


MARKET PRICES 


A drop m temperature is expect cit. 
Clouds will appear at different alti- 
tudes. and tbc winds will be nortli- 
wcstcrly moderate, in Aqaba, wintx 
win be northerly moderate and sta 
calm. 

Minitnax. tcirni, 

Amman 15 t in 

Aqaba 21/27 

Deserts 16 /J3 

Jordan Valley 17/22 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: An.- 
man 32. Aqaba 42. Humidity reading : 
Amman 16 per cent. Aqaba 15 p»r 
cent. 


World News 01*9 The World Tods y 
•1:25 A Letter from Northern Irdard 
01 JO Financial News 01:46 Reflect k» s 
01:45 Sports Roundup 62*0 Wor-d 
News: Commentary 02:15 From lie 
Weeklies B2J0 Multitrack 3 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 

airport 


7htsr information is supplied hy Ron d 
Jordanian (RJ) infbrmatkni depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia lntcmation.il 
Airport Tel. (OS) 532005. where t 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

1MB Abu Dhabi (Ri) 

10:25 — Jeddah (ft.*)- 


Uppcr/kmcr price in fils per kit . 
Apple (Lebanese & Turkish) 270 / 270 

Apple (French) 360/320 

Banana ■. 320 / 2t0 

Banana (Mukamnur) 270 / 220 

Beans (local) 300/210 

Broad beans 90/ 10 

120/ 10 

Cabbage 120 / «« 

Cariw (yellow) 140/ 1(0 

Cauliflower — 130 / 1(0 

Cucumbers 120 / *o 

Eggplant (large) 150/ 1(0 

150/ 1(0 
220/ 1J-0 
420 / 3/ 0 

Muscat. Dubai. (R.:) 

JJJ® — Doha. Bahrain (R‘) 

Kuwait (R.!) 

London. Frankfurt (R.!) 

Istanbul (R.:) 

Paris (R-i) 

Bangkok (R.') 

£££ Bangkok (R 1 ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

1W® — — Sana'a (LJ!) 

13^0 Cairo (MM 

13 JO Jeddah (S\) 

13 J0 Riodc Janeiro. Lisboa (1^.) 

13 J8 Muscat. Doha (Of ) 

14J5 Kuwait (Kl ) 

1*“ Dubai (EK) 

17 J5 Arhcns-(OA) 

3*^0 Frankfurt (U-i) 

0,s 45 London, Cairo (BA.) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) - 


Lemon 1 

Mallow 

Marrow ; 

■On»n((hy) 

Onioa (green) 

Orange Ihxal) 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddish 

Tomatoes 

Tsniip-^ 

Vine leaves 

Watermelon 
Sweeunelon 


130/ iro 

340 / 2(4) 

280 / 210 

; 90/ (0 

120/ JO 
iso/ i:o 

140 / ICO 

— 740/irt- 
.....„.150 MH) 
150/ 1W 
120 / JO 

150/ 1(0 

100/. T(T 
-.‘.w 370/320 
........ 160 /< tO 

.180/ 120 




iUPo- 




07*5 

12*0 


at, 


^ ’ An S^-Ncwfflk(Ri 

ii*! j£i 

nlfS jr-v Duh^ Kacscbi (SL>j 
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Rifai chairs royaJ committee meeting 


; AMOT^T’O^tra)';'-^ Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Wednesday 
presided dyer a' meeting of the Royal Committee For Administra- 
Uve^^iopmeni which discussed issues relating to the new civil 
system and salary scale of the higher category staff, 
including under secretaries, director generals of departments and 
. public ipstijutions. it was- decided ax the meeting that a special 
subcommittee , headed by the finance minister, will be set up to 
put 1 forward proposals on these issues, in preparation for the next 
meeting, of . the royal committee 

Cabinet increases capital for spa complex 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has decided to increase the 
capital of the Jordan Tourism and Spa Complex to JD 5 million. 
The Cabinet, also took another decision approving the appoint- 
mem of the Zafcat (alms) Fund’s board of directors. The board 
includes Mr. Oeifallah A! Hmoud, Mohammad Ali Budeir, 
Abdul: Muhdi Ma'ayah. Hfamdi Tabba’a and Kama! Asfonr. 

3. killed in week’s accidents 

AMMAN. (Petra) — Three citizens were killed and 106 were 
injured in 266 road accidents which took place throughout Jordan 
last week. Last week accidents increased by 11.3 percent over the 
week before. Public Security Department sources said on 
Monday. Although the number of accidents increased, the death 
toll remained the same during the past two weeks, while the 
number of injured decreased by 6 per cent, the source said. Most 
.of the accidents took place in Amman Govemorate which 
registered. 146 accidents against 41 in Irbid, 30 in Zarqa, 17 in 
Baiqa, 9 in the Badia, 6 in Karak. 6 in Ma’an, 5 in Aqaba and 3 in 
each, of Mafraq and Taftleh govemorates. 

Military governor endorses sentence 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military governor has endorsed the 
military court's verdict sentencing Usama Ali Jamil Ibrahim to 
three months in prison after convicting him of embezzlement of 
public funds. 

Police holding unclaimed jewelry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Criminal police have arrested a thief while 
he was trying to sell some gold jewelry to one of die jewellers. 
Since the criminal police department has not received any 
complaints and has not been informed about any thefts, it is 
■therefore calling on anyone who has lost jewelry to call at the 
department to. claim the seized items! 

IPA endorses public sector training plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Institute of Public Administration (IPA) 
bai endorsed an integrated plan for training employees in the 
public sector, to be -put into force in July, according to IPA 
Director General Abdullah Ulayyan. He said that the plan entails 
holding 25 training courses for employees of different categories, 
dealing with skills in management and public administration. The 
plan, he said, entails two long term programmes for promoting 
.employees, ia, government departments. 

■ *i“ - yx: n.«i rr.i *. . ■ ‘:..T it -i :••■«;■ 

v 

Road cfmtr^ awardedLto localfirm , 

AMMAN (Petral — Minister of Public Works Mahmoud A1 
Hawamdeh'said ifaath&mufistry has recently awarded a tender to 
p consortium of local engineering offices to conduct evaluation 
and. design, studies for the =240 kilometre road stretching from 
Azraq to the Iraqi border. This road, the minister added, was 
subject- to travel by vehicles with excessive axial loads during the 
past years which damaged large ports of it and warranted a 
technical study accprding to which the road will be reconstructed 
and strengthened. Work on the JD 47,000 study is expected to be 
finished this year while the construction tender will be floated 
next year. 


Preparations 
under way 
for CAEU 

meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab finance 
and economy ministers arc sche- 
duled to hold (heir 47th session 
meetings here on June 12th to 
discuss among other issues means 
of strengthening joint Arab eco- 
nomic action. 

Secretary General of the Coun- 
cil of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) Mahdi Al Obeidi said 
that, during their two-day meet- 
ings. Arab ministers will also 
discuss reports on problems fac- 
ing Arab economies, the econo- 
mic situation in the occupied 
Arab terri lories, as well as prop- 
osals for dealing with negative 
effects from the international 
economic situation. 

Mr. Obeidi added that there 
will also be working papers on the 
role of pan- Arab institutions in 
the Arab economies. 



SSC opens new branches 
to handle larger coverage 


KING RECEIVES SUDANESE CLERIC: 

His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday received at 
the Royal Court Sudanese religious leader Ahmad 
Al Mahdi on the occasion of the end of the cleric’s 


visit to Jordan. Mr. Mahdi thanked the King for 
the hospitality he received during the visit (Petra 
photo) 


Australian, Jordanian firms 
sign contract for Zarqa project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint ven- 
ture of Australia's Sagric Interna- 
tional Co. and the' Jouzi and 
Partners has signed a JD 2.8 
million ($8.4 million) contract for 
consultancy and extension ser- 
vices for part of the JD 32.2 
million ($96.3 million) Zarqa riv- 
er basin project, according to the 
Middle East Economic Digest 
(MEED). 

The scheme will introduce a 
radical approach to problems of 
soil erosion and land degradation 
in the 82.550-hectare lower Zarqa 
catchment area. 

The project has three compo- 
nents. The first, on which Sagric- 
Jouzy will work, deals with pri- 
vately owned land — excluding 
private forests. It will cost an 
estimated JD 21.2 million ($63.5 
million). 

The second. JD 4.6 million 
($13.8 million), sub-project will 
be for development of forests and 
other areas on government and 
private land. Consultancy work 
will probably be done by special- 
ists from the Agriculture Minis- 
try's forestry department and 
West Germany's technical aid 
-agency, rGTZ, 


protection of banks along the 
Zarqa river. The establishment of 
a central project administration 
will cost an additional JD 4.1 mil- 
lion (S12.3 million). 

The overall scheme, which runs 
to Iyy3, aims to develop safe land 
use. soil conservation and im- 
proved farming techniques on a 
farm-by-farm basis. Farmers will 
sign contracts to follow recom- 
mended procedures ihat have 
previously been adopted only in 
Australia. The project managers 
expect that about two-thirds of 
the 5,700 farms in the area will 
sign up. 

The project is expected to help 
ro hair the present rate of erosion 
in the area, reduce silting in the 
King Tala I dam and improve farm 
incomes on a sustainable basis. 

Funding is being provided by 
the government (JD 5.9 million 
— $17.6 million); Kuwait Fund 
for Arab Economic Development 
(JD 8.5 million — $25.4 million); 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development (JD 6.1 mil- 
lion — $18.2 million); Saudi Fund 
for Development (JD 3.4 million 
-r $10.2 million); Islamic De- 


v.,!Tgade^.fer.the.rtiM^Mb-pro-J velopmenr Bank (JD 2 million — 
ject, to be limited to Arab consul- 1 $6 million), and the West G6Y- 
lantsTn’j&inr VeritdfS'tfffh foreigiT^man government (JD 2.2 million 
firms, are to be issued in four — $6.6 million). The remaining 
months. This JD 2.1 million ($6.3 costs will be met by participating 
million) section will deal with fanners. 


Lecture on plant diseases to be held 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A scientific lecture on the interaction of 
herbicides and plant diseases will be presented on May 23 at the 
Faculty of Agriculture at the University of Jordan. The lecture, to 
be held at 10:00 a.m., will be presented by Dr. Jack Altman, a 
professor of plant pathology at Colorado Slate University, in 
cooperation with Dr. Alexander von Humboldt, a professor at 
Hanover University. 


Late British artist Fielding 
touched basic human level 

By Margaretle Hall 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Last month, Britain 
lost one of its renowned artists. 
Brian Fielding. He died of cancer 
at the age of fifty-four in his 
hometown. Sheffield. 

At the time, his recent still-life 
paintings were being shown in 
exhibitions at the Nlappon Art 
Gallery in Sheffield and the Ikon 
Gallery in Birmingham. The ex- 
hibit traced the developments in 
Fielding's work from the 196ti's to 
the present day. 

The investigation of abstract 
forms and the obsessive use of 
recurring themes were central of 
Fielding’s work. These themes 
were die subject of practical 
workshops for students during 
the exhibition. 

Some of his earlier paintings. 


mostly abstract, were exhibited in 
Jordan at the Alia Art Gallerv in 
1981. 

Fielding attended the Sheffield 
College of An and the Royal 
College of Art. and taught at the 
Leicester College of Art. and at 
Hornsey. 

As for his shows, he had one- 
man exhibitions in Sheffield, 
Newcastle, group exhibits in Au- 
stria. Munich, and Falmouth. 

In his paintings. Fielding tried 
to use strokes and colours, not to 
refer to specific objects or 
thoughts, but to create a sense of 
space and movement. He sought 
to generate a sense of complete- 
ness. of fullness, and believed 
that such painting would appeal 
to a fundamental level of human 
response not influenced by cultu- 
ral barriers. 



Brian Fielding's “Vestonice Offer" painted shortly before the 
artist's death 


ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan, who is 
also chairman of the board of 
directors of the Social Security 
Corporation fSSC). said on 
Wednesday that the SSC is pre- 
paring to implement the exten- 
sion of coverage to all institu- 
tions, companies or firms em- 
ploying five or more people, in 
addition to all Jordanians work- 
ing for international and regional 
organisations, and diplomatic 
corps as of June 1 . 

The new stage will be applied 
optionally to ~ institutions em- 
ploying less than five persons. 

The decision to expand the 
coverage of the SSC was made by 
the Cabinet on April 25th. The 
expansion is expected to cover an 
additional 5O.IXJ0 people. 

Opening a new branch for the 


SSC in Zarqa. Mr. Haj Hassan 
said the corporation applies de- 
centralisation in discharging its 
functions and activities to provide 
facilities to workers, employers 
and institutions. He said that the 
corporation has already opened 
offices in Irbid, Aqaba and 
Karak. and is planning to open 
new offices in Salt, Mafraq and 
Tafileh. 

Mr. Haj Hassan also said that 
the inauguration of the SSC office 
in Zarqa is designed to provide 
the necessary facilities for em- 
ployers and workers and to pro- 
vide protection and cater for the 
411 .000 workers and employees 
who are covered by the SSC law. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attedned by Dr. Mahdi 
Farhan, director general of the 
SSC. and Zarqa Governor Eid 
Qatameh. 


U.S. to provide financing 
for Jordanian importers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Stales Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has 
established a Commodity import 
Programme (CIP) to assist Jor- 
dan's public and private sectors. 
Under a new financing arrange- 
ment. manufactured goods and 
raw materials beneficial to Jor- 
dan's economic development can 
be imported under favourable 
terms by local companies. 

Since the CIP was established 
in 1985, USAID has contributed 
S 105.5 million to create this 
financing facility. Over $48 mil- 
lion in letters of credit have 
already been issued to more than 
35 Jordanian firms by local banks 
for imports of U.S." goods. 

"We have been encouraged by 
the success of the private-sector 
programme, particularly the 
assistance which it has given to 
Jordanian entrepreneurs and 
their contributions to the indust- 
rial development of Jordan's eco- 
nomy," said Francis A. Dono- 
van. director of USAID's Com- 
modity Management Office in 
Amman. "The programme wel- 
comes more applicants from the 
private sector to make use of this 
unique facility," he added. 

Under the private sector por- 
tion of this programme, USAID 


pays U.S. exporters in dollars for 
goods approved for CIP financ- 
ing. The Jordanian importer then 
pays the equivalent amount in 
dinars into a special account at 
the Central Bank of Jordan, ordi- 
narily over a period of three to 
five years at interest rates which 
average 7 per cent. Funds in this 
special account are then used by 
the public sector for development 
projects agreed upon bv Jordan 
and USAID. 

Products eligible for financing 
under this programme include 
machinery and equipment, in- 
termediate goods, raw materials, 
and spare parts. The programme 
does not finance consumer goods, 
luxury items, or products in- 
tended for re-export in essentially 
the same condition. 

Major U.S. imports to Jordan 
under this programme have in- 
cluded draglines and other min- 
ing equipment, agricultural 
equipment, com, tractors, tele- 
phone equipment, pumps, phar- 
maceuticals, computers, drilling 
equipment, tyres, and spare parts 
for trucks, tractors and aircraft. 

Jordanian importers and en- 
trepreneurs interested in the CIP 
programme should contact their 
local bank or USAID at 604171, 
extension 441. 


Committee prepares for 
3rd expatriate conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A committee 
incharge of preparing for the 3rd 
conference of Jordanian expatri- 
ates has embarked on a number 
of measures designed to make the 
conference a success, a report in 
the Arabic daily Al Rai said on 
Wednesday. 

The conference which will be 
held in Amman on July 13. will 
concentrate on issues pertaining 


to relations between expatriates 
and their home country. Taking 
pan in the four-day conference 
will be some 650 Jordanians 
working abroad, in addition to a 
number of participants who work 
in Jordan. 

The preparatory committee is 
currently preparing working pap- 
ers on Jordan's latest achieve- 
ments. 


Captain of frigate had only seconds of warning 


(Continued from page 1) 

had not received any signals from 
the frigate Sunday night before 
he fired his missiles. 

"I- checked with the comman- 
der of the air force myself and he 
assures me the pilot did not re- 
ceive any warning. Pilots usually 
attack from a long distance and 
cannot identify the ships,” said 
Mr.. Aziz. 

U.S: officials had said the fri- 
gate had attempted to contact the 
fighter before the attack. 

Mr. Aziz said the pilot believed 
“be was aiming at an Iranian 
target. That’s what he went for." 

“Our pilots fly in this war zone 
on a daily basis. They're trying to 
find Iranian vessels' and vessels 
dealing or trading with Iran. Our 
pilots have', been snacking them 


for a long time. The Iranians 
deny us our right to navigate in 
the Gulf and we have to retali- 
ate," he said. 

He said that Iraq has asked the 
United States to provide a full 
report on rbe attack. "We are still 
wailing for the American version 
of the whole story. It seems it is 
not prepared yet.” 

Mr- Aziz sard that when the 
U.S. report is available "we can 
see whether the pilot has to be 
blamed or not." 

"If he is to be blamed, bis 
commander is going to take the 
necessary measures,” he said, 
without elaborating. 

In a related development, U.S. 
administration officials disclosed 
Tuesday night that U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies had intercepted 
some radio communications be- 


tween the Iraqi warplane and its 
home base. 

One source, quoted by AP, 
described the radio transmissions 
as "not much help" in unravelling 
the circumstances surrounding 
the attack. 

"The pilot said something to 
the effect that be had a big target 
or a big ship," added the source. 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
sard Tuesday there must never be 
a repeat of the Stark attack and 
declared the order of battle for 
U.S. warships now was "defend 
yourselves." 

In remarks to high school stu- 
dents in Tennessee, Mr. Reagan 
said U.S. ships were in the Gulf 
to protect U.S. interests; and 
maintain navigational freedom 
and access to oil supplies. 


Gorbachev reaffirms position on Israel 

f'O , ,, , / • L.. , V4Tn 


(Cou tinned from page 1 ) 

West was completely mistaken if 
it thought he was trying to intro- 
duce - Western-style democracy 
mtp the: Soviet Union and com- 
plained that sluggish bureaucrats 
were hampering his drive for 


. Asked' to comment on some 
Westerners* fears that Moscow 
asirc to use European detente to 
spKi .the Atlantic alliance, Mr. 
Gorbachev said:. “As for driving 
wedges between Western Europe 
.and-tbe-llniled States, this is, to 

put it mildly, nonsense... 

"TheT historical relationships 
between Western Europe and the 
United. States or, say, between 
the Soviet Union and European 
scraalist coon tries are a political 
reality.' . 

.“This 'must not be ignored if 
one Is to pursue a realistic policy. 
A different approach could upset 
the existing equilibrium in 
Europe."' ' 

Mr. 'Gorbachev's remarks reaf- 
firmed the; Kremlin’s ^ 'belief in its 
right ter influence in Eastern 
Europe .ani^ were an implicit re- 
jection of the view that. Moscow 
wml.4 he xeady for .a deal estab- 
lishing a nemraU rounified Ger- 
many. ' 


West Germany has been rife 
with rumours this month that Mr. 
Gorbachev is preparing to make 
Bonn an offer along these lines. 
East German officials have re- 
jected the idea as a pipedream 
and most diplomats in Moscow 
gjve the rumours lirtle credence. 

Mr, Gorbachev said: “We are 
firmly convinced that the future 
of Europe lies in stable security 
with a minimum of arms on both 
sides, in broad state-to-state 
cooperation and in contacts and 
exchanges in every field and at 
every level.*' 

On arms control, he said an 
agreement on medium-range nuc- 
lear missiles in Europe was feasi- 
ble box accused the West of stall- 
ing by forging an endless chain of 
links between different classes of 
weapons. 

“Al first they said the medium- 
range missile issue could not be 
resolved without simultaneously 
destroying theatre missiles. Then 
they began to throw in tactical 
nuclear weapons, battlefield nuc- 
lear weapons and finally even 
conventional arms. 

these problems may not, in 
our view, be used for stone- 
walling,” he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev said in a speech 
on Tuesday that Moscow would 


accept a NATO call for the eli- 
mination of all Soviet SS-20 
medium-range missiles worl- 
dwide only if U.S. nuclear 
weapons were removed from 
Japan. South Korea and the Phi- 
lippines. 

On Afghanistan, Mr. Gor- 
bachev rejected the view that the 
Soviet Union wanted a political 
settlement of the conflict that 
would leave rite country in the 
Soviet sphere of influence. 

“This is a profoundly 
erroneous evaluation. The Soviet 
Union has no spheres of influence 
at all and bas no aspirations to 
any... if Afghanistan goes neut- 
ral, too, that again will be up to 
the Afghan people," he said. 

He said the Afghan communist 
leadership was free to seek part- 
ners for its “national reconcilia- 
tion" programme, which Kabul 
describes as an attempt to end the 
war, among Afghan refugees and 
emigrants in foreign countries, 
including Italy. 

Asked what he thought of Chi- 
na's view that Vietnam's military 
presence in Kampuchea was an 
obstacle to better Sino-Soviet 
ties, Mr. Gorbachev said: “This is 
not an issue pertaining to Soviet- 
Chinese relations.” 


Charity bazaar one of many night attractions for Ramadan 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As Eid Al Fitr 
approaches and the days become 
wanner, Ammanites stroll down 
the streets for some fresh night 
air and digest the food they had 
for Mar to work up a new appe- 
tite for suhur before the cannon 
goes off to start a new day of the 
holy month of Ramadan. 

During this month of Rama- 
dan, one can drive in the down- 
town streets and feel a sense of 
pleasure to find that the roads 
have been cleaned. It is even 
more pleasurable to find that 
there has been a successful effort 
to provide the public with parks. 

The Hashemi Street was not a 
place to go unless one had to.' 
Now, however, especially during 
Ramadan, one can see the lovely 
Roman amphitheatre that had 
previously been blocked to the 
street by the old Philadelphia 
hotel. And, because the roads 
have been widened, and a new 
public park sits besides the old 
Roman ruins, people sit, walk, 
laugh and talk until 2 or 3 in the 
morning. 

Jabal Hussein is another lively 
area for a Ramadan night. The 
streets brim with life as Jorda- 
nians window shop, take late 
night walks, sit around and tell 
jokes, and munch on roasted nuts. 

Buzaars, both open-air and 
sheltered, have been opened for 



A view of the newly-built Hashemite Park in downtown Amman and 
the Roman amphitheatre on the right. 

the public during this holy month, in the morning. .As the young 


One open-air bazaar is in Jabal 
Hussein in front of the Ministry 
of Health. 

Charity piastre bazaar 

As one approaches the charity 
piastre bazaar, men on louds- 
peakers are heard trying to sell 
dresses for JD I each and music — 
Arabic and disco - blares out in 
the neon-lit darkness. Outside 
the entrance, a fire engine is 
parked in case of an emergency. 
And inside, a new police van with 

several policemen inside sit and 
enjoy their soft drinks awaiting to 
settle any form of trouble. 

Inside the bazaar, there are 
many men, women, and children 
walking around the market, till 2 



People of afl ages are sifting through books at a bookshop stand at 
Jabal Al Hussein’s open-air bazaar (Photo by Yousef AS 4 A9an). 


ones play on the slides, see-saws, 
and swings in the middle of the 
bazaar, adults look for new 
clothes to wear for Eid Al Fitr. or 
buy household items, or look for 
a missing child. 

There are 120 booths that sell 
shoes, clothing, accessories, toys, 
books, stationery, soft-drinks, 
soaps and detergents. One man 
on a loud speaker is saying: "Ev- 
erything in this boutique for only 
JD 2,” while another man right 
next to him shouts in his loud 
speaker: “Dresses for only JD J !” 
There is a booth for video games, 
and a company has even display- 
ed a solar energy collector. 

In a large section of the bazaar, 
there are tables and chairs for 
people to sit, drink Arabic coffee, 
and smoke their argeelas (water 
pipes). 

Although, according to some 
of the merchants selling their 
products at the bazaar, most peo- 
ple are not buying much, there 
are still happy faces seen enjoying 
the night air. lhe children are 
especially grateful to be out of 
their houses and having fiin at the 
mini-playground. 

A bookseller says that although 
be is renting three booths for his 
books, he is not making much of 
a profit: ”1 sell from JD 20 to JD 
50 a night, which is nothing. But I 
think it’s important to display a 
large number and variety of 
books in such a market because it 


Jabal Ai Hussein’s bazaar bustles with life after iftar during Ramadan 
days (photo by Yousef Al Allan), 
introduces people to books and 


encourages them to read." said 
the bookseller. 

A man selling slippers of JD 1 
each said that he sells usually 25 
slippers a night. The Pepsi seller, 
whose soft drinks are chilled in a 
large barrel of water and ice. said 
that he sells JD 50 worth of drinks 
a night. 

Mr. Abdullah Jaber. director 
of the Charity Piastre Project, sits 
in his own administration booth 
at the entrance, feels guilty for 
not having rented it but to a 
merchant. 

Mr. Jaber said that the Rama- 
dan market is filled with people 
and children until 2 a.m. The 
project, which collects money for 
scholarships to 200 needy stu- 


dents at the University of Jordan, 
set up the booths in this empty 
piece of land which was donated 
for use by the landowner for one 
month. Mr. Jaber said that two 
years after the students graduate, 
they begin to repay the Charity 
Piastre Project in order to keep 
the system going. 

According to Mr. Jaber. it took. 
JD 10,000 to establish the bazaar. 
Each booth costs the merchant 
•JD 150, plus an electricity bill and 
insurance payment. Asked 
whether it would be possible to 
carry on the activity throughout 
the summer, he replied: “ft is a 
good idea and the people love to 
go outdoors at night. But it is up 
to the merchants if they want to 
continue through the summer." 



Items priced at JD 1 each selling at the bazaar (Photo by Yousef A 

’Allan) 
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Misplaced hopes 

IT IS indeed ironic to note that the Israeli Labour Party which 
is allegedly seeking peace with the Arabs through an interna- 
tional peace conference and is currently running a domestic 
and international campaign on a peace ticket could also be 
caught engaged in a relentless effort to outbid the Likud bloc as 
a more hardline party on the conditions of peace. This is 
happening against the backdrop of the political fend which is 
brewing between the two principal ruling parties in Israel over 
the issue of whether to convene an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. Only two days ago, spokesmen 
for the so-called peace party have been caught red-handed 
accusing the Likud bloc in the Knesset as having been too soft 
on the peace objective with the Arabs and as having sold the 
interests of the country too cheaply when it, as the ruling party 
under Menachem Begin, negotiated and concluded the Camp 
David accords with Egypt and precipitated evacuation from 
Egyptian territory. Thus, the lot of peace efforts in Israel is too 
confusing to comprehend: on one hand we have the Liknd on 
record as opposed to the format of an international peace 
conference because it fears international pressure which could 
succeed in inducing Israel to withdraw completely from Arab 
territories; and on the other hand we have Labour on record as 
being in favour of the conference idea but professes to be more 
of hardliner on the conditions of peace than the Likud. 

Lest anyone forget it was under Labour rule that Israel 
waged its major wars against the Arab countries and set the 
process of colonisation of the occupied Arab territories. When 
the Likud assumed power, it too did not hesitate to wage war 
against the Arabs, and its infamous invasion of Lebanon which 
brought unprecedented death and destruction to that country 
has yet to be completely chronicled by military historians. 
Against this background we hear U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz saying in the wake of his recent talks with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres in New York and Washington 
that neither the president nor himself are committed to an 
international conference and that neither of them Is asking 
others to commit themselves now to the conference idea. Are 
we not right therefore in concluding that, given the environ- 
ment of the projected peace conference our pinning too much 
hope on the conference is misplaced to say the least. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Threat from the Gulf 

DESPITE the huge losses which the Gulf war has been causing over 
the past seven years and despite the danger it posed to world peace 
and security, the superpowers and the Western nations have so far 
been overlooking its existence. Above all, this war has been a rich 
ground for war mongers who exploited it for their own 'selfish 
interest and directly or indirectly helped to prolong the conflict as 
much as possible. But the attacks on the superpower vessels in the 
troubled waters of the Gulf region have now opened the eyes of the 
international community to the grave danger this conflict is posing to 
the world, and underlined the need for speedy action for stopping all 
hostilities. The attacks on the foreign ships in the Gulf represent a 
reminder to the world that the Gulf conflict was continuing, and that 
certain evil forces have been active in fuelling it while others looked 
on without doing anything to end the tragedy. The attacks clearly 
manifest the fact that the world has not yet taken serious steps 
towards bringing this conflict to an end, and that the longer the war 
lasts, the more danger will be posed to world peace and security. It is 
true that the U.S. arms deal with Iran caused a scandal in the United 
States and brought about condemnation from world nations, but the 
loss of American life on board the Stark frigate would no doubt bring 
the tragedy to every’ doorstep in the United States which ought to 
shoulder its responsibility as a superpower to help re-establish justice 
and peace worldwide. 

Al Dustour: Peres’ misleading talk 

UPON returning to Israel, Foreign Minister Shimon Peres claimed 
that in his visit to the United States he was encouraged by U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz to pursue efforts for convening an 
international conference on the Middle East. But we have all heard 
Shultz's remarks in Washington and in the presence of Peres that 
Washington would not make any moves towards such conference 
unless this subject won the blessings of the Israeli coalition 
government. Everyone including Shultz realises that the present 
Israeli government led by Yitzhak Shamir adamantly refuses the idea 
of an international conference, and therefore any talk about the 
conference is a waste of time. In fact such talk, coming from any 
member of the Israeli government, is designed as misleading to world 
public opinion. The world has watched Peres being defeated by 
Shamir, his partner in the present government, and heard Washing- 
ton announcing support for the Israeli government’s position with 
regard to the international conference. There can be nothing in all 
that Israel and the United States think or do which might be helpful 
towards a lasting settlement. Unless and until the Arabs take die 
initiative and bring about a real change in the balance of power in the 
area, there can be no chance for such conference or for real peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Stepping into boiling 
waters 


THE Americans who have been fuelling the Gulf war- by supplying 
Iran with arms are now suffering from the fire they caused and the 
conflagration they helped to bring about. The attack on the 
American frigate in the Gulf region underlines the fact that the 
United States is clearly making wrong calculations with regard to the 
Gulf region and taking wrong steps in their approach to deal with the 
situation there. Even Washington’s offer to provide protection to 
Arab states in the Gulf is looked on as insidious, because it could 
give cause to the emergence of further hostile feelings towards the 
United States, something which could escalate tension. The attack on 
the frigate brings to mind the tragedy of the spy ship Liberty which 
was hit by the Israelis during the 1967 war when the Lf.S. was trying 
to deal with the Middle East situation with ill-planning. Such 
miscalculations also brought further tragedy when the U.S. sent in 
troops to Lebanon, another troubled area of the Middle East, only to 
lose 200 men in a tragedy which they had helped to cause. The waters 
of the Gulf are very hot and boiling and only through careful and 
concerted efforts and goodwill can they be cooled and hostilities 
brought to an end. 


U.S. wants Gulf 


From USIA 

CHATTANOOGA, T«nne**e - Th* United StMtes wants t he “bog , 
costly, destabilising and tragic’’ Gulf war ended as qwcklyaspt^ble. 
President Reason says. In responses to written questions sutunitteo oy 
the Kuwaiti daily Al Qabas on May 12 —• before the Iraqi 
attack on the USS Stark — Reagan said Washington is committed to 
ensuring the foe flow of oil Uirougb the Strait of Hormuz, and to the 
collective self-defence of U.S. friends in the Coif area. The text of the 
interview was released by the White House in Chattanooga , Tennes- 
see. where the president was addressing high school graduates from 
the Hamilton County area. White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said U.S. policy in the Gulf remains constant, despite the attack on Ifre 
Stark. The president said Washington is “strongly interested ’’ in 
ow'ng the Iran-Iraq war “brought to a speedy conclusion through 
negotiations which wSB preserve the sovereignty and territorial 
intesritr” of both belligerents. Following is the text of the interview. 


Question: Mr. President, you are 
determined to protect the flow of 
oil through the Strait of Hormuz. 
Yet, some say your administra- 
tion is not domg anything about 
bringi ng to an end tbe major 
cause of the threat, namely tbe 
Gulf war. There is a conviction in 
the area that your administration 
is taking advantage of that war in 
order to secure military facilities. 
Do you think that this reflects tbe 
reality of the American attitude? 
The President: For more than six 
years, the war between Iran and 
Iraq bas gone on, resulting in 
tremendous suffering and cost to 
Iran and Iraq, as well as bringing 
instability to the Gulf region. As I 
have said many times, tbe United 
States is deeply concerned over 
the war’s continuation. We are 
strongly interested in seeing it 
brought to a speedy conclusion 
through negotiations which will 
preserve the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of both Iran and 
Iraq. Through our campaign to 
slow down and shut off the milit- 
ary supply pipelines to Iran, 
through our support of mediation 
efforts by the appropriate inter- 
national organisations, we are 
working with many other govern- 
ments in seeking to create a 
situation where the parties will sit 
down and negotiate. 

At the same time, we also have 
a well-known policy regarding the 
Gulf. We are firmly, committed to 
assisting our friends there with 
their collective and individual 
self-defence efforts. We are also 
strongly committed to ensuring 
the free flow of oil through the 
Strait of Hormuz and hold as a 
very important tenet the principle 
of freedom of navigation in inter- 
national waters. 

In brief, we want to see this 
long, costly, destabilising, and 
tragic war. brought to a negotiated 
end.in .the quickest time possiblo 

Q: You acknowledged* y.qjjj 
mistake in the secret dealings 
with Iran, and you said that the 
Arab countries understand the 
implications behind this; tbe con- 
sequences of the deal are still 
reverberating within your admi- 
nistration and on the battleg- 
round of this war. Therefore, 
may we frankly know from your 
exact policy towards both Iran 
and Iraq? 

A: The United States is neutral in 
the Iran-Iraq war. We do not now 
ship weapons to Iran or Iraq, nor 
do we intend to do so. This policy 
is firm. 

Through Operation Staunch 
we try to persuade third countries 
not to supply Iran with arras, 
munitions, and dual-use items it 
needs to continue fighting. Op- 
eration Staunch is not directed 


towards Iraq — that country, for 
some time, bas agreed to negoti- 
ate a settlement to tbe war. Iran 
remains the intransigent party 
and is occupying Iraqi territory 
and trying to take more. 

The United States has taken an 
active role in searching for a 
peaceful solution to this tragic 
war. We want neither victor nor 
vanquish, and we continue to 
work for a settlement that will 
preserve the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of both Iran and 
Iraq. 

I have urged the international 
community, in the appropriate 
fora and through the appropriate 
mechanisms, to work for an im- 
mediate cease-fire, negotiations, 
and withdrawal to the borders. In 
line with this general policy, we 
have been actively consulting 
with other interested govern- 
ments regarding efforts to bring 
the war to a negotiated end. I 
have asked Assistant Secretary 
Murphy to visit the Gulf to con- 
sult on this and other important 
issues of mutual interest. 

We believe the U.N. Security 
Council has an important role to 
play in the effort to end the Gulf 
war and would strongly support 
effective action by the United 
Nations to end this conflict. We 
have been consulting closely with 
the Arab League in efforts to gain 
support from other members of 
the Security Council. We wel- 
come the effort by the Arab 
League in this regard. 

Q: A lot of talk is being heard 
about adopting the idea of hold- 
ing an international conference 
attended by all of the parties 
concerned to solve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. Nevertheless, the 
American attitude is not clear. 
Would the United States agree to 
participate in such a conference if 
it is going to lead to thfe formation 
of two independent states,- -Israel 
and Palestine; and whar would 
Arafat's role be? 

A: We remain committed to a 
negotiated peace between Israel 
and all of its Arab neighbours. To 
this end, we have stated our 
willingness to explore all possibi- 
lities, including an international 
conference that might lead to 
direct negotiations and a peaceful 
settlement. Such a conference 
must lead promptly to direct 
negotiations and must not inter- 
fere with those negotiations. 

In recent weeks, this process of 
exploration has produced what 
we believe to be significant prog- 
ress toward negotiations which 
would offer serious prospects of 
reaching agreements between the 
parties on peace. Much remains 
to be done before one can safely 


war ended as 


quickly as 



express optimism on further de- 
velopments, but we are encour- 
aged and will continue our 
efforts. 

As I stated in my September 1, ^ 
1982 peace proposal, we firmly 
believe that self-government by 
the Palestinians of the West Bank 
and Gaza in association with Jor- 
dan offers the best chance for a 
durable, just and lasting peace. 
We have always recognised that 
Palestinians should participate at 
every stage of the peace process. 
The form that Palestinian repre- 
sentation takes is a question that 
must be resolved by the parties in 
the conflict. 

The actions of the recent Pales- 
tine National Congress in Algiers 
indicate a negative, unrealistic 
attitude toward the peace pro- 
cess. 

Q: The USSR gave Egypt the 
means for settling her debts and 
granted ber easy loans, although 
tiie relations between the two 
countries are relatively poor. But 
even though you consider Egypt 
as a friendly state, you refuse to 
reschedule her military debts and 
you impose stringent conditions 
on financial aid. Is this, in your 
opinion, “friendship" or are you 
aiming at some other objectives 
with this ambivalent attitude? 

A: There is nothing ambivalent 
about our friendship with Egypt 
or our commitment to help meet 
Egypt's security requirements 
and development needs. We have 
a record unmatched by any other 
country. Since 1974, the United 
States has provided Egypt over 
$22,000 million in economic and 
military assistance. Despite sharp 
reductions in our global foreign 
assistance budget, we have main- 
tained funding for our Egypt 
programme at $2,300 million this 
year. 

We work closely with the 
Egyptian government to ensure 
that our economic aid contributes 
effectively to Egypt’s develop- 
ment goals. Our assistance has 
brought improvements in health, 
education, housing, and other 
basic needs, while also providing 
crucial balance of payments sup- 
port to counter the effects of 
declining oil revenues and other 
external events. 

I have been concerned about 
the burden placed on key friends, 
like Egypt, by military loans ex- 
tended in past years with interest 
rates higher than current levels. 
We have taken a number of 
important steps during my admi- 
nistration! ’ to provide relief: ‘ 

— Since 19S5, Egypt has beeri 
one of only two countries to 
receive large amounts of U.S. 
military assistance on all-grant 
terms. 

— In December 1986, 1 autho- 
rised a restructuring of our milit- 
ary loan programme, which 
would offer Egypt immediate re- 
lief on its military debt by allow- 
ing deferral of a substantial part 
of interest payments falling due in 
coming years. The terms of this 
restructuring are limited by leg- 
islation and guidelines which app- 
ly to all foreign military loans and 
all other borrowings from the 
Federal Financing Bank. 

— We have expressed our in- 
tention to support a generous 
multilateral rescheduling of 
Egypt's military and other official 
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debt in the context of the prog- 
ramme. The Egyptian govern- 
ment is negotiating with tbe In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

Our assistance to Egypt is just 
one aspect of the special rela- ■ 
rionship that exists between our 
two countries. I am co mmi tted to 
working with President Mubarak 
to see our relationship expand 
and flourish. 

Q: Your bitter experience in 
Lebanon pushed America to re- 
frain from interfering in 
Lebanese affairs; have you now 
entered into a new deal, a part of 
which contains a solution to the 
Lebanese problem or will you 
leave local parties to solve it and 
what could such a proposal be 
after 13 years of civil war? 

A: U.S. policy in Lebanon has for 
many years been based on sup- 
port for Lebanon’s unity, 
sovereignty, and independence, 
and the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces. The United States con- 
tinues to support an end to fight- 
ing in Lebanon, the restoration of 
a political dialogue that could 
lead to national reconciliation 
and political reform, the streng- 
thening of Lebanon’s legally con- 
stituted central government, dis- 
solution of illegal militias and the 
extension of its effective author- 
ity throughout the country. 

The lessons of Lebanon's 21 
years of strife are dear, however. 
No outside power, however well- 
intentioned, can be a substitute 
for efforts by the Lebanese them- 
selves, nor can Lebanon's politic- 
al problems be solved by force. 
We, and others, are ready to 
help, but without initiative and 
effort by the Lebanese them- 
selves, the assistance of foreign 
powers will be fruitless. 

Q: Every people in the world has 
its own state jr~ tfap. .British have 
Britain,., and- Awengafls. ;have 
America .. 'JYh^xe .is the state of 
the Palestinian people?' 

A: We believe that any negotia- 
tions designed to lead to a Middle 
East peace must address the 
legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people, together with the 
security of all states in the region. 
We have always recognised that 
Palestinians should partidpate at 
every stage of the peace process. 
Any agreement on the final status 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
should receive the prior consent 
of the inhabitants of those terri- 
tories. 

We will not support the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza, nor will we 
support annexation or permanent 
control by Israel. As I stated in 
my September 1, 1982, peace 


proposal, it is the firm view of the' 
United States that seif-govera- 
ment by the Palestinians of the 
West Rank and Gaza in associa- 
tion with Jordan offer the best 
ebance for a durable, just and 
lasting peace. 

Q: Gorbachev rejected your in- 
vitation to visit Washington, 
D.C., on theground that he does 
not want to waste his time. Does 
your a dminis tration feel that, as a 
result of the Iran-contra affair, it 
has lost the international stature 
it needs to carry on strategic 
debates with Moscow? 

A: The U.S. -Soviet relationship is 
fundamentally competitive and 
will likely remain that way. At 
the same time, the United Stales 
seeks to ensure that this competi- 
tion remains peaceful and as 
stable and predictable as 
possible. 

We have established a 
framework, based on realism and 
political and military strength, 
that provides the basis for a pro- 
ductive U.S. -Soviet dialogue in 
all areas of concern to us: Arms 
control, bilateral exchanges, hu- 
man rights and regional issues. 

Through this dialogue, includ- 
ing two meetings between myself 
and General Secretary Gor- 
bachev, the United States has 
made progress in a number of 
areas, including arms control, bi- 
lateral exchanges, human rights 
and regional issues. But in other 
areas, such as regional con- 
flicts, we remain very far apart. 

• My invitation to General 
Secretary Gorbachev remain 
open. We’re ready for hard and 
fruitful work ahead. 1 hope the 
Soviets are as well. 

Q: The state of Kuwait is a firm 
believer in neutrality and main- 
tains a policy of balance between 
East and West in her internation- 
al relations. Her position on the 
battlefield between Iran and Iraq 
has exposed her to further diffi- 
culties and dangers. What is your 
evaluation of Kuwait's role in. 
' tha t conflict within tbe overall 
relationship between our two 
countries? 

A: We have had long and harmo- 
nious relations with Kuwait and 
all the Gulf states. With Kuwait 
our relationship goes back to the 
early days of its independence 
some 26 years ago. 

We admire Kuwait’s many 
achievements. Because of our 
strong ties with Kuwait and the 
other Gulf Cooperation Council 
(■GCC) states .and., the commqq 
. interests;. we. share in. stabilityin, 
th t region, we .have been in close 
discussions for some time with au 
the GCC states on the war and 
the danger it poses. I have made 
it dear on numerous occasions 
that the United States would re- 
gard an expansion of the war as a 
major threat to its interests as 
well as to that of its friends in the 
region. We understand the diffi- 
cult situation in which Kuwait has 
been placed by the pressures 
stemming from the Iran-Iraq con- 
flict. We admire tbe courage and 
diplomatic skill with which 
Kuwait has met these pressures. 
Q: Capitalism and free enterprise 
are well-established prindples in 
the West. You are an advocate of 
non-intervention by states in the 
functions . of the private sector. 
Aren’t Western governments de- 
nying these principles in their 
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efforts to keep the price of oil 
low? 

A: The United States and other 
Western governments represented 
in the International Energy 
Agency continue to' emphasise 
the importance of market forces 
and sound energy policy m 
achieving supply/demand, ba- 
lance. We do pot work toward 
maintaining . oil prices ' at any 
level, whether high or low. We 
have no preconceived notion of 
where world or individual' coun- 
tries production or pricing levels 
should be. We continue to ber 
If eve these should be determined 
by the free market, operating 
without government interference - 
or any other form of market 

manipulation 

Q: Recent events have proven • 
that, foreign investments in the 
United States are not immune 
from political ■ considerations, 
although the free market eco- 
nomy of the United States is . 
supposed to be free of state in- 
tervention. Investments by 1 Iran, 
Argentina- and Libya arc exam- ■ 
pies. Do we, as Arabs with some 
of our surpluses invested in 'the 
United States, have to think twice 
about whether our investments- 
are safe and not subject to b^ing . 
frozen? 

A- The United States remains the. 
most open and flexible capital . 
market in the world, and the U.S.’ 
government remains committed 
to the preservation of this, open-’ 
ness. Responsible foreign govern- 
ments ami investors from -their 
countries need not fearthat.their 
assets will be affected by ■U;S. ~. 
political goals. Statistics dearly.: 
show that we continue to bold the 
confidence of foreign investors 
Total foreign investment initfce 
United States — including direct 
investment, portfolio investment; - 
and foreign government holdings . 
— more than (foubled.froinjust . 
over $500,000 million in 1980 to 
$1 3 million milli on by the end of 
1986. 

With respect to the three coun- 
tries you mention, let me clarify a. 
few points; -" 

— The United States did not 
freeze Argentine assets: We 
merely suspended programmes of . 
the Export-Import Ba^ with.re- 
gard to that country for a limited 
period. . .. v' 

" — The Iranian case was et-. 
traordinary in that it involved a 
government which had commit- 
ted flagrant., violations of'welt 
established principles of interna- 
tJonal law. Iran Tvas holdingti'.S; 
diplomats hostage. 1 

— Libya directly supports in: 
temational criminals who por-- 
petuate senseless acts of terror' 
not only against Western and. 
African countries but also against 
countries in the Gulf and other . 
Muslim states. As a cfcect; re- 
sponse to Libyan terrorist attacks 
against the United States, Libyan, 
government assets in the United 
States were frozen: Interest on 
those assets continues to accrue- 
to the accounts of the Libyan 
government. Investments by pri- • 
vate Libyan .citizens . have ' not. 
been affected. 

No responsible nation should 
feel threatened by sanctions 
taken in such circumstances: 'In 
fact, we believe they shouldsup- 
port them. 
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Showdown looms in South 
Africa’s black rent boycott 


By Rich Nkhondo 

Reuter 

SOWETO. South Africa — One 
of the most sustained and expen- 
sive black protests against white 
rule in South Africa could be 
approaching a showdown. 

For 11 months hundreds of 
thousands of tenants in some 50 
black townships across the coun- 
try have refused to pay rent to 
back a long list of demands, 
including the withdrawal of secur- 
ity forces from the townsbips and 
the release of political prisoners. 

The rent strike is not only a 
massive gesture of defiance to the 
state, it has cost authorities an 
estimated 190 million rand ($95 
million) in lost revenue. 

In Soweto township near 
Johannesburg. 40.000 of the 
75.000 dwellings are council-own- 
ed, with rents between 52 and 120 
rand ($26 to 60) a month. 

The state’s initial response to 
the rent strike was an expensive 
poster campaign. Huge coloured 
billboards were erected in the 
townships proclaiming in the 
Zulu and Sotho tribal languages 
and in English that water and 
electricity services “are a bargain 
— but even bargains must be paid 
for." 

Last week, the government 
tried a tougher tactic. 

It served orders on black anti- 
apartheid leaders, including Win- 
nie Mandela and Albertina Sisu- 
lu. threatening to evict them from 
their bungalow homes in Soweto if 
they did not pay rent arrears 
within seven days. 

Mandela, wife of jailed black 
leader Nelson mandela, and Sisu- 
lu, whose husband Walter is also 
behind bars, both say they will 


not pay. 

Scores of ordinary Sowetans 
have already been evicted for 
refusing to pay rent, leading to 
large-scale protests which" in- 
cluded a three-day strike last 
month. 

But any attempt to evict Man- 
dela. Sisulu or other prominent 
black figures could trigger an 
explosion of violence in a 
township already highly politi- 
cised by its long history as a 
centre of black protest, residents 
said. 

“They pressed the wrong but- 
ton.” said Sisulu. referring to the 
outburst of black anger that could 
accompany the eviction of people 
like her and Mandela. 

"But I am happy they 
threatened us instead of widow- 
ers and pensioners who are help- 
less.” Sisulu. leader of the United 
Democratic From (UDF) anti- 
apartheid organisation, told re- 
porters. 

Hie Soweto town council and 
government officials say the 
boycott is beginning to break and 
more tenants have resumed 
paying rent. 

Town clerk Nico Malan said: 
“We are now collecting over 
three million rand ($1.5 million) a 
month, compared with the nor- 
mal seven mUlion ($3.5 million) " 

But the Soweto Civic Associa- 
tion. which launched the boycott, 
disputes this, saying the vast 
majority of Sowetans are still 
refusing to pay up. 

According to research groups 
monitoring tbe boycott, at least 
450,000 households, or four mil- 
lion people nationwide, were re- 
fusing to pay rent at the begin- 
ning of this year. More recent 
figures are not available. 


In one of Soweto’s busiest 
shopping centres, council police- 
.men have removed graffiti saying 
“We will pay rent when Mandela 
tells us to.” 

The townships’ black councils 
that are partly funded by the rent 
revenues are a key element in the 
white-led government's policy of 
meeting the demands by urban 
blacks for a political voice. 

But anti-apartheid organisa- 
tions, including the UDF which 
claims two million members, dis- 
miss the councils as a sop aimed 
at ensuring the continued exclu- 
sion of blacks from politics at the 
national level. 

In Soweto in 1978, turn-out for 
the election of black council 
members was less than six per 
cent. 

Blacks regard counrillors as col- 
laborators with the Pretoria gov- 
ernment and they have been 
targets every time township vio- 
lence has flared. 

The Community Research 
Group (CRG), a human rights 
monitoring body based at the 
University of the Witwatersrand 
in Johannesburg, said at least 36 
black councils have collapsed be- 
cause of the financial loss from 
the rent strikes. 

Some political commentators 
have speculated that a hard tine 
on the rent issue was to be ex- 
pected after the National Party 
swept back to power in the white- 
only election on may 6 which saw 
a swing to the right. 

The commentators note that 
the government has begun to 
enforce apartheid laws such as 
the group areas act, which de- 
crees where people can live 
according to the colour of their 
skin, more strictly. 


Unions and students step i 
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up protests in El Salvador ? 


By Angus Macswan 
Reuter 

SAN SALVADOR — A wave of 
protests by unions and students 
poses a new challenge to Presi- 
dent Jose Napoleon Duarte as 
disillusionment grows with his 
government and its failure to end 
El Salvador’s eight-year-old civil 
war. 

Tens of thousands of workers, 
peasants and students have mar- 
ched through the capital in three 
rallies this year calling for Duarte 
to resign. 

The United States is a solid 
supporter of Duarte and a key 
source of aid to the government 
troops fighting leftist guerrillas in 
the civil war. The U.S. embassy 
has become a focus of the recent 
demonstrations. 

Leftist students demanding an 
end to the U.S. involvement last 
month burned an effigy of Uncle 
Sam outside the heavily-fortified 
embassy, hammered on its gate 
and burled flaming torches into 
the compound, 

“We are going to have more 
marches, more strikes,'* said 
Marco Tulio Lima, secretajy- 
generai of the National Union of 
Salvadorean Workers (UNTS). 

The government and U.S. 
embassy accuse the unions and 
students of seeking to provoke a 
violent confrontation which 
would discredit the country's 
fledgling democracy. 

UNTS leaders say they fear a 
new wave of repression. 

In the early part of this decade 
the ranks of the political left were 
decimated by security forces and 
right-wing death squads which 


killed thousands of Salvadoreans. 

The UNTS, linking about a 
dozen organisations and claiming 
250.000 members, has 
spearheaded the revival of pro- 
test since it was formed in Febru- 
ary 1986. 

Unpopular austerity measures, 
rising prices, swelling unemploy- 
ment and the misery caused by a 
devastating earthquake last Octo- 
ber fuelled discontent with 
Duarte, who was elected in 1984. 

Anti-government graffiti seems 
to be sprayed on almost every 
wall in San Salvador’s seedy 
centre. 


The UNTS calls for Duarte's 
resignation and demands a 
negotiated end to the war with a 
role for the left in a power- 
sharing government. 


Whatever the relationship, - a 
channelling of discontent into 
political support is vital, to the 
FMLN as it is unlikely to win a 
battlefield victory over the 
military. . 

The Nation, a left-leaning 


weekly magazine, recently re- 
ported that the Reagan adminis- 
tration has tried to divide and : - 
destroy the Labour .movement . 
because it poses a threat to 
Duarte. . - 

The article quoted a U.S. 
embassy cable saying it was “the 
most serious challenge' Duarte 
has faced to date." 
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“Duarte is a figure who was 
chosen by the United States for 
their plan,” said Lima. “The 
Yankees are financing rhe war. 
They put the emphasis on a milit- 
ary solution. We want a Salvado- 
rean solution.” 


An embassy spokesman, asked 
to comment, said- Washington 
wanted to “strengthen democra- 
tic unions.” 

^ An embassy source said, 
“there, has been a return to urban 
political work by the. left. We’re 
concerned.” 

Days before a rally on May 1,'_ 
the milhazy said it had uncovered 
a plot by the FMLN to disrnprit.; 

Lima accused the government 
of resorting to harassment and 
repression and said UNTS leader 
Julio Portillo had received death 
threats. 
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Troops have stopped busloads.' 
of people commgmto.tlie-cify fOT 
rallies. 1 


The government says the 
UNTS is a front for the Fara bun- 
do Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN), the Marxist-led 
guerrilla alliance. 

“1 am critical of the govern- 
ment and tbe United States. 'Dial 
does not make me a guerrilla.” 
Lima said. 


Unlike the popular organise- ■ 
tions of the late 197Qs; the UNTS 
has -failed to find an 'ally .tortile 
Roman CathoEc Oi Prefab 
Auxiliary Archbisbbp Gregbr- 
io Rosa Chavez, at a in ‘ 
March coounemoratnig^the assas- - . 
sination of- AitJvbishop OscmT 
Arnolfo Ro me r o, . critidsed ^ the 
left for politicising. his .memqiy--i 
Romero was shabby TsusjpectcdV 
rightist gunmen -in . 


-- 


As-he spoke workers cti aatedr 
revolutionary si oga as : , ■ 
square outside the caffiedral.and . 
students buried; paint? bbhitES . 

the U.S. embassy. - - .~- v ? : A v'-v' ir 
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condor captured in bid to save species 


o. H Byftonald Clarke 

iat ionA LOS ANGELES VTte-ta* free 
^ to cbk? t % alif0rniii'-i!oiid'or-;has been 
°f snatehedfrtim tbe-skieS in a bid to 

ler gy tavetiw^ia^black birds from 
PVderrT^ extinction. 

10t Only 27 tbndoiv — hundreds 

• pri(vi l \ of wbjdtoqfiB^ew-over much of 
high 0r . the western United States — re- 
iceiv^ main, antiglare in captivity. 
indivijH: Hunters; collectors, insecticides 
or and power lines have taken their 

c^ P >A toll. = 

id jp to- Despite.dte opposition of ecd- 
arket^^ oyy Rfotfps. scientists hope to 
nent ; n ^ breed, the, birds in captivity and 
form r!? 1 ^ re1ease them. in the foothills of 
°* southern California in the next 
its k five-years; - • . ■ • 

tstm* to WMb fo captivity, the condors, 

'reT"* 1 '' their nine-foot (2.7-meire) 
c n ? 1 wings, will be paired off. A com- 
ns,< ien| r puter programme has been de- 
signed to find the ideal breeding 


‘"vested a 

^toihiaj! 
our invJ • 


combinations. 

The leader of the condo; recov- 
ery team. Uoyd Kiff, said that if 
all else fails, artificial insemina- 
tion maybe used. “We’re not 
ready to rush into this.” he said. 

The last free condor, -known as 
AC-9 (adult condor), was cap- 
tured by scientists recently as it 
fed on a goat carcass used as bait 
100 miles northwest of Los 
Angeles. 

A net fired by explosives was 
dropped over the bird, which 
lives on dead flesh, after it had 
been . stalked fur nearly six 
months. The condor was taken to 
the San Diego wild animal park 
to join 13 others in captivity 
there. 

Tne remaining 13 condors are 
in the Los Angeles zoo. 

Scientists said it was the first 
time in 15,000 years that no con- 
dor was flying over southern Cali- 
fornia. the bird's last nesting 


ground. A condor can travel up 
to 160 km a day. 

“I'm sure AC-9 was a very 
lonely bird before he was cap- 
tured,” said Michael Wallace, 
curator of birds al the Los 
Angeles zoo. "He was looking for 
a mate, but he was the last oF his 

kind.” 

The majestic black birds, with 
their white wing patches and gol- 
den heads, usually mate for life. 

AC-9 had a son hy AC-8 in the 
California canyons* But AC-8 
now has a romance going with 
another male condor. AC-6. at 
the Los Angeles zoo. 

"We were afraid if we brought 
AC-9 to the Los Angeles zoo and 
AC-8 got a view of her old boy 
friend, her relationship with AC- 
6 could be disrupted." Wallace 
said. "So AC-9 went to San 
Diego." 

In addition to his son, AC-9 
has his mother, sister and four 


brothers there. 

Martha Baker, public relations 
director for the zoo. said AC-9 
has passed all his medical ex- 
aminations and a new mate will 
be found for him. 

“He is nn attractive bird, as 
condors go." she said. "AC-1 and 
AC-4 have a courtship going and 
there could be an egg next year." 

But experience with Andean 
condors, close relatives of the 
California condors, has shown 
mating can take from two to six 
years. 

The captive breeding program- 
me has been strongly criticised by 
a number of wild animal and bird 
groups. 

David Brower, founder of 
Friends of the Earth, an ecologic- 
al group, said condors could not 
learn how to be condors in Los 
Angeles or San Diego. "The con- 
dor has lost its last chance to live 
in the wild.'' he said. 


Other opponents of the captive 
breeding programme said con- 
dors raised in zoos would need 
the help of condors still living in 
the wild to show them how to 
survive. 

The National Audubon Socie- 
ty, dedicated to preserving bird 
life, brought a legal action that 
delayed trapping the birds for 
eight months, until last August. 

The society said it feared' the 
condor habitat would not be pro- 
tected if none of the birds was 
there. 

To overcome this obstacle, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
bought an 1 1,000-acre ranch as a 
refuge for when the birds return. 

One of the ways scientists are 
trying to increase the California 
condor population is by a techni- 
que called multiple clutching. 

The birds normally produce 
one egg every two years. But if 


that egg is removed soon after it 
is laid, the pair will produce a 
second egg the same year, scien- 
tists said. If the second egg is also 
removed, (he pair may produce a 
third egg. 

In this way, scientists have col- 
lected 15 eggs in the wild since 
1983. 

For the California condor, life 
has always had its problems. 

Indian tribes in California once 
believed the condors could cause 
thunder and so sacrificed them in 
religious ceremonies. 

Frontiersmen, under the mis- 
taken impression the condor was 
a bird of prey, shot them in vast 
numbers and capes made of con- 
dor feathers were popular in the 
iSSUs. 

A recent problem has been 
hunters. The birds have died of 
metallic poisoning from eating 
animals that have been shot. 
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U.S. 

Legal Immigration 



1941-50 

1951-60 

1961-70 

1971-80 

Mexico 

60.5JN 

299,811 

453,937 

640,294 

Caribbean 

49,725 

123,091 

47U.213 

741.126 

Central .America 

21,665 

44.751 

10I.33U 

134.640 

South America 

21,831 

91.628 

257,954 

295.741 

Other 

29,276 

59,711 

19.830 

789 

Total Latin America 

1S3.U86 

618.992 

1,303, 064 

1,812,590 

Europe 

621,124 

1325.640 

1.123,363 

800.368 

Asia 

32,360 

150,106 

427.771 

1.588.178 

Canada 

171.718 

377.952 

413.310 

109.939 

Africa, and other 

26.751 

42.7S9 

54.169 

122,239 

Grand iota) 

1,035,039 

2.515.479 

3J2J.677 

4,493.314 

Source: U.S. Immigration bnd Naturalisation Service. 


Hollywood comes to Nicaragua 


U.S. aliens step out 
of the shadows 

A new American law has made some illegal immigrants legal and 
doomed other “ illegals' ' to remain on the furtive fringes of society. 
Nancy Dunne picks a path through the amnesty minefield. 


WASHINGTON The red, 
white and blue balloons and 
streamers on the walls of the 
special immigration centre in the 
U.S. city of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, symbolise foe illegal aliens 
— now eligible for amnesty — 
that ail is forgiven. 

Marie Grant, a tall handsome 
Jamaican woman, ignored the 
festive- decor and its welcoming 
posters of President Reagan and 
Mr. 'Edwin Meese, Attorney 
Generali .Instead, she nervously 
ejutched.a fiie.rpf ^papers, which 
would prove that she and two, of 
her three children hadlivedintne 


U.S. for seven: years. - Congress and the 

Her third child, a 19-year-okl administration have sli 
son. did. not join - the family in budget for imraigratio 
Maryland nntfl March 1982, and -million this year from 


border, and the number smug- 
gled in is said to have plummeted 
because of fears that jobs will not 
be available. 

Although the INS expects 4 
million aliens to sign up for lega- 
lisation, no one really knows how 
many eligible illegal immigrants 
exist. Estimates range from 2 
million to 20 million- 

It is by no means certain that 
the aliens will overcome their fear 
of authority to apply for amnesty. 
Legalisation schemes' studied in 
Canada; Aust Falkland Europe aU 
b^d significantly fewer applicants 
than had been expected 

Congress and the Reagan 
administration have slashed the 


By Matthew Campbell 

Rcuier 

GRANADA. Nicaragua — This 
southern Nicaraguan city was in 
flames, blood-spattered bodies 
strewn in (he streets and a band of 
gun-blazing U.S. mercenaries 
running amok through the grace- 
ful colonial square. 

Even so, the locals turned our 
to watch. 

It was not the real war. pitting 
U.S.-backed rebels against a lef- 
tist government, but a Hollywood 
crew making a film about William 
Walker, the only U.S. citizen 
ever to become Nicaragua's presi- 
dent. 

“It’s an insane story." says Brit- 
ish- bom director Alex Cox of his 
film about the 19th-century 
adventurer who led a band of SO 
mercenaries to Nicaragua, seized 
power and ruled for two years 
before being executed by a firing 
squad. 

“Walker was a crazy, mad indi- 
vidual." Cox told Reuters during 
a break in filming in this provin- 
cial capital 24 miles south of 
Managua. The square was about 
to go up in flames in a re- 
enactment of an 1857 battle in 
which a besieged Walker orders 
his men to put Granada to the 
torch. 

Scheduled for release in 
November, Cox hopes the film, 
entitled “Walker." will shed light 
qn .Washington's historical in- 
volvement in. Nicaragua, whoser 
Sandinista government' is the 


target of U.S. military and econo- 
mic pressure. 

"There are parallels between 
what Walker did and what the 
Reagan administration does to- 
day," said Cox, a tall, ginger- 
moustached figure in jeans and 
T-shirt, easily recognised by the 
red bandanna he wears over his 
hair. 

“Lying and claiming that 
you're supporting democracy 
when you are actually supporting 
genocide ... that's totally contem- 
porary," Cox said. 

To juxtapose Walker's exploits 
and U.S. policy on Nicaragua 
now, the film uses zany anachron- 
isms, including a helicopter, a 
baseball bat and a Time magazine 
cover. 

At one point. Walker's 
marauders stumble upon a wreck- 
ed aircraft, reminiscent of the 
U.S. plane Nicaragua downed 
last year leading to the capture of 
American Eugene Hasenfus on a 
mission to supply the rebels. 

Walker's role is played by Ed 
Harris, who starred as U.S. astro- 
naut John Glenn in “The Right 
Stuff." Marlee Matlin, who won 
an Oscar this year for her starring 
role in “Children of a Lesser 
God," plays Walker’s deaf girl- 
friend, Ellen Martin. 

The production designer, 
charged with creating the look 
and flavour of 19th-century 
Nicaragua, is Bruno Rubeo, from 
the Oscar-winning picture,. “Pla- 
toon" about the Vietnam war. 

Much of the cast took reduced 


fees to support the film's political 
content, so that budget was kept 
to modest $5 million. “Walker” 
publicity agent, Anne Wright, 
said. 

Cox. whose credits include 
“Repo Man" and "Sid and Nan- 
cy" became interested in Walker 
and commissioned a script after 
reading a two-line reference to 
him in a magazine article. 

Though little more than a foot- 
note in most U.S. history books. 
Walker's quixotic Nicaraguan 
campaign made him a famous 
character in his day, and won him 
warm praise from his coun- 
trymen. 

In Nicaragua, however, he has 
always been reviled as an arch- 
demon and symbol of “yankee 
imperialism." especially after the 
Sandinista-led revolution toppled 
U.S-backed dictator Anastasio 
Somoza in 1979. 

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, 
in 1824, Walker was a doctor, 
lawyer and newspaper editor. He 
was jailed briefly on one occasion 
for upholding freedom of the 
press. '' 

But after the death of his girl- 
friend in 1849, Walker became 
melancholy and paranoid, accord- 
ing to one biographer. In 1855 he 
set out to conquer Nicaragua with 
a band of 50 hired guns. He had 
botched an earlier attempt to 
take over the northern Mexican 
province of Sonora. 

Skilfully inserting himself into 
a conflict between Nicaraguan 
conservatives and liberals, he 


seized power, was sworn in as 
president in 1857 and, having 
proclaimed freedom and demo- 
cracy, promptly legalised slavery. 

His luck ran* out when he took 
over U.S. magnate Cornelius 
Vanderbilt's lucrative Nicaraguan 
shipping concern. Vanderbilt 
backed Cenrral American armies 
in a campaign to overthrow Wal- 
ker. who was executed in 1860 in 
Honduras. 

This was a punishment Walker 
frequently imposed on his own 
men. often just for swearing or 
drunkenness. "Have these men 
shot, immediately." is a recurrent 
line in the movie. 

The script by Rudy Wurlitzer, 
who also wrote “Pat Garrett and 
Billy the Kid,” was reviewed by 
Nicaragua's Vice-President Ser- 
gio Ramirez — himself an 
acclaimed writer — before the 
government gave permission for 
the film to be shot here. 

“They (the government) im- 
mediately grabbed onto the fact 
that this film bad a lot to say," 
said Peruvian- born co-producer 
Lorenzo O’Brian. 

He said that the air force lent a 
Soviet-supplied helicopter — its 
floor stained with the blood of 
wounded soldiers — for a scene 
in which U.S. Marines evacuate 
Walker’s army, an episode in- 
tended to recall the U.S. with- 
drawal from Saigon. 

The government’s enthusiasm 
for the project also facilitated the 
closure of Granada’s main square 
to traffic for weeks on end. 


Randa Habib's 
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Crazy bills 


SOMETHINGS will never cease to amaze me around here, 
especially when it comes to bills. 

Take for example the water bills. From now on a tax on sewage 
services representing 10 per cent of the water bill is imposed on 
each subscriber. The problem is that some of those subscribers live 
in areas where sewage facilities are not available yet. But if those 
subscribers try to explain their situation to officials of the Water 
Authority the only answer they get is: “You have to pay the bill as 
it is.” 

As for the eternal problem of crazy bills, nothing has been done 
so for. People living in 120-square-metre flats continue to receive 
water bills for as high as JD 750, because the water meters used by 
the authority register air passing through the pipes instead of 
water. 

Sometimes, if one is lucky, an official at the Water Authority 
may recognise that there have been an error. He would then send 
someone to check your water meter, and if you are convincing 
enough the meter might get replaced. The water bill would then be 
amended and one would pay an average bill. But this, unfortunate- 
ly is not the end of it, because on your next bill you will be charged 
the average amount plus what is called “previous bill,*' presenting 
the difference that has already been reduced in the previous 
astronomical bill. You think there must have been an error 
somewhere, and that with the official paper of “exemption” on 
your crazy bill that you got from the Water Authority after setting 
the matter with them, things would soon be corrected. Wrong 
again. No official paper and no explanation would get you 
anywhere with the officials of the Water Authority. All you would 
hear, endlessly, is “This is a government bill and you have to pay 
it.” 

Not a long time ago a high ranking official said that the 
government would come down on the “computer-thieves,” bnt 
what about robberies made by water meters or even human 
errors? 


Minitel serves up 
pornography in France 


budget: for imraigration^to Miss Universe pageant puts Singapore in spotlight 


thus is not eligible for the process 
which may. ultimately bestow 
citizenship on Mrs. Grant and an 
estimated 4 million illegal immig- 
rants. Although her son is unlike- 
ly to be deported, ii may be years 
before he can escape the illegal 
immigrant’s shadowy existence. 

Except for her son, the family 
will have a stigma removed. “We 
will be like everyone else," said 
Mrs. Grant, a cleaner, who now 
hopes to open a small business. 

All over the U.S., illegal im- 
migrants with their own hopes of 
what the amnesty will mean 
edged towards Mecca — the 
much-feared offices of the im- 
migration services, where they 
can get temporary, resident’s 
permits for a probationary period 
of 18 months. They may then 
become permanent readents for 
five years before attaining U.S. 
citizenship. 

Most of the aliens, not ready to 
trust the: Immigration and Natur- 
alisation Service (INS), the sym- 
bol of deportation, made their 
way towards it through the. hun- 
dreds of soda] service and volun- 
teer offices set up around the 
country to help them gather evi- 
dence of eligibility for legalisa- 
tion.. They had to have entered 
the country, before January 1, 
1982. 

■ The controversial and 'complex 
immigration reform law. which is 
responsible for the amnesty , gives 
with one hand and takes with 
another. Those who arrived ille- 
gally after 1981 . may have to 
leave. Starting on June 1, all 
employers will have to request 
proof that prospective workers 
are' legally in the country. The 
legislation provides for fines from 
$250 to $10,000 and other penal- 
ties foir businesses which do not 
comply, r 

The new law, enacted last year 
after a six-year odyssey of com- | 
promis^ wfij have far-reaching 
and uncertain consequences: No 
ow knows if employers will com- 
ply wth the regulations or risk 
hiring cheap undocumented 
workers. Or if they will discrimin- 
ate against oil foreign workers, as 
soine civfl libertarians fear. Or if 
unemployed immigrants, ineligi- 
ble for amnesty, will return to the 
joblesness-and poverty of their 
homelands. : -• 

Thousands of . illegal immig- 
rants have already reportedly fled 
to Canada'and other countries. 
Mexico is reputedly braced far a 
flood of returning undocumented 
workers as well as deportations. 
Already, Tjorder' patrol agents 
have - reported a marked drop in 
arrests along the- U.S.-Mexico 


mated cost of S125 million. Much 
of the processing costs are to be 
borne by the immigrants them- 
selves, who will be charged by the 
INS $185 per applicant or $240 
per family. Other fees for medical 
examinations, counselling, 
photographs and fingerprinting 
may make legalisation too expen- 
sive for the poor. 

Most illegal immigrants hold 
menial jobs and work for pay that 
U.S. citizens snub. Those who. 
can afford to go legal could aban- 
don their low-wage jobs, a de- 
velopment which could have a 
devastating effect on some 
businesses such as textiles, agri- 
culture and foundries, which rely 
on them to compete against 
cheap labour in foreign countries. 

No one knows if the law will be 
a cost or benefit to the govern- 
ment. A report by the General 
Accounting Office found that 
non-U.S. citizens, both legal and 
illegal, paid about $19 billion in 
taxes in 1984 and received about 
the same amount in government 
benefits. 

— Financial Times feature. 


By Kenneth L. Whiting 

The Associated Press 

SINGAPORE — Singapore offi- 
cials are counting on the televised 
charms of Miss Universe to focus 
attention on this tiny island re- 
public. hoping the exposure will 
boost its tourism industry. 

The tourist promotion board 
describes the beauty pageant as 
the “most important single event 
ever to be staged in Singapore in 
terms of the amount of interna- 
tional publicity." 

The final session, highlighted 
by the crowning of the new Miss 
Universe, is scheduled to begin at 
9 a.m. (0100 GMT) on May 27, 
putting the two-hour live televi- 
sion broadcast in the prime lime 
evening slot in the United States. 

"Approximately 600 million 
television viewers in over 50 
countries worldwide will watch,” 
said Joseph Chew, chairman of 
the organising committee and 
director of the tourist promotion 
board. 

Viewers of the pageant, which 
faces opposition from feminists. 


are expected to see the 68 contes- 
tants on location at the 100-year- 
old Raffles Hotels. Chinatown, 
"little India” and other exotic 
spots «n Singapore. 

The board estimates that such 
coverage normally would cost $10 
million. The free exposure is 
coming at an important time for 
Singapore's tourism industry. 

TTie country has thousands of 
empty hotel rooms built on the 
basis of overly optimistic expecta- 
tions of tourist traffic. Occupancy 
rates have slumped from 80 per 
cent to 60 per cent in the last four 
years and several new first-class 
hotels have postponed their 
openings indefinitely. 

The tourist board estimates the 
number of visitors this year will 
grow by at least 3 per cent from 
last year’s total of 3.2 million. 

Although Singapore has a 
reputation for puritanical govern- 
ment. beauty contests are nothing 
new in the country. More than 50 
were held on the island last year. 


Singapore outbid four Latin 
American and European cities to 
stage the 36th annual version of 
the Miss Universe extravaganza, 
which will cost about $3.5 mil- 
lion. The tourist board and the 
government-controlled Singapore 
Airlines are the main sponsors. 

Not everyone is convinced that 
it is money well spent. 

Feminists denounce the 
pageant as an exploitive flesh 
parade and one newspaper ques- 
tioned the tight controls imposed 
by Miss Universe Inc., a subsidi- 
ary of Paramount Pictures Corp. 

Vivienne Wee. co-leader of the 
council of women’s organisations 
task force for the prevention of 
violence against women, called 
the pageant "commercial ex- 
ploitation of the female body for 
male pleasure.” 

Parliament member Aline 
Wong, a sociologist, said, "One 
wonders whether such activities 
really help to change the popular 


image of women and whether 
such activities help to raise their 
status in society.” 

The association of women for 
action and research deplored the 
way Miss Universe hopefuls were 
used to lure men to a charity 
event at a disco. 

The Sunday Times expressed 
concern that Singapore lacks con- 
trol of the pageant. 

The newspaper said in an 
editorial that those following the 
preparations "may be forgiven 
for wondering if Singapore is the 
host or just the backdrop to a 
successful 36-year-old formula." 

“Hopefully, the end product 
being packaged for the world 
audience will do Singapore 
proud, or else winning the 'plum* 
in Che Miss Universe stakes may 
cum out to be an expensive lesson 
on how not to buy publicity in a 
situation where the piper may be 
unable to call the tune," the 
newspaper said. 


By Mort Rosen blum 

The .-I'm Press 

PARIS — The Minitel. a small 
brown box that has revolutio- 
nised communications in France, 
has gotten carried away with its 
mission, authorities fear. 

The computerised telephone 
has transformed not only the 
office and the kitchen in modem 
France but also, in many cases, 
the bedroom. 

• By tupping out a code on a 
keyboard, users can summon por- 
nographic pictures or even talk 
dirty on an electronic screen. 

"I do not want Minitel to be 
placed in the grand tradition of 
the Folies Bergere.” said Gerard 
Longuet. minister of posts and 
telecommunications. 

"Children can come across 
absolutely demented things by 
playing on these machines." said 
Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, 
whose morality campaigns have 
sparked a mix of sympathy, out- 
rage and mockery among the 
French. 

The Minitel surfaced in France 
in 1982 as an electronic telephone 
book. A computer terminal 
hooked to a phone line, it was 
installed free on demand at 
homes and businesses to save on 
directory assistance operators. 

Soon "2.UUU public and private 
services were available. Users 
could book restaurant tables, 
check horoscopes, swap recipes 
or shop for just about anything. 

Now there are 2.7 million 
Minitels. one for every 10 tele- 
phones, with 6.tX)0 commercial 
services. And among the most 
common uses is searching for 
companionship. 

Minitel offers not only com- 
puterised prostitution but also 
message exchanges among people 
anxious to make dates with stran- 
gers. 

Authorities face two problems 
in controlling it. The first is that 
messages exchanged are regarded 
as private letters that cannot be 
censored. The second is that 
Minitel brings in a fortune. 

“We know that some people 
spend four and five hours a day 
on their Minitels. just talking.” 
said Anne-Marie le Bevillon. 


spokesman for the state-owned 
phone system. 

At about is cents a minute, a 
four-hour daily Minitel habit can 
cost more than cocaine. Revenue 
is divided between the phone 
company and the commercial ser- 
vice renting space in the network. 

The idea is simple. A user dials 
a number on a phone linked to a 
Minitel. The little brown box asks 
the user to type the call sign of 
the desired service. Options are 
selected by keyboard. 

Most message services — les 
messa eerie s — ask for a 
pseudonym and then offer a list 
of condenamed people on the line 
at the moment or with messages 
on file. 

At least 10 messageries deal in 
hard-core pornography, but most 
fall into the category of “convivial 
dialogue.” 

During the trial in France of 
accused "Nazi officer Klaus Bar- 
bie. a reporter culled one number 
and found a message waiting 
from someone condenamed. Hit- 
ler. It said: "Death to Arabs and 
foreigners, send them to the gas 
chambers or the ovens.” 

State investigators closed one 
service in the south of France 
which dealt in adolescent prosti- 
tutes. For the most part, though, 
authorities can only ask for 
voluntary restraint. 

Many people who fear AIDS 
prefer the vicarious thrill of 
obscene messages, separating 
themselves from partners by cop- 
per wire. Others use Minitel for 
jet-age cruising. Approaches are 
crude and direct. 

"You would think they'd use a 
little imagination.” said Sylvie 
Guevne. a computer specialist 
who monitored one service out of 
curiosity. “They ask things like, 
'do you have big breasts?'" 

Authorities say they cannot 
estimate what percentage of 
Minitel time is spent in convivial 
dialogue. But they insist it is a 
smalfpart of a resounding success 
story for the French phone 
system. 

' Most users seem to agree. One 
newsstand owmer who preferred 
not to be named sells a range of 
directories and guides for Minitel 
services. 
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Chicken Tekka 
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Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Cir- 
cle, opposite City Bank, 
tel. 642437 
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MANDARIN 
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he day for take home orders 
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RESTAURANT 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 
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gets Cup revenge 


DUESSELDORF. West Ger- 
man) (R) — Sweden gained a 
measure ui revenge for last year's 
Davis Cup final defeat when they 
heat Australia in the $750,000 
world team cup on Wednesday. 

Pat Cash', the hero of Austra- 
lia's win in Melbourne, failed to 
capitalise on a match point in the 
second set to allow Anders Jarrvd 
to fight back for a 1-6, 7-6. 7-5 
victory in the second singles. 

Earlier. Joakim Nvstrom hod 
won a hard-fought three-setter 
6-2. 6-7. 7-6 against Paul 


McNamee to give the Swedes the 
lead. Jarryd’s win gave Sweden a 
decisive 2-0 advantage before the 
doubles. 

Jarryd, standing in for world 
number three Stefan Edberg who 
suffered a groin strain on Mon- 
day. was outclassed in the first set 
but began to find his touch in the 
second. 

He trailed 6-5 in the tiebreak 
before winning it 9-7 and then 
won the deader 7-5 after twice 
serving for the set at 5-4 and 6-5. 

McNamee was unlucky to lose 



Firas: Silver medal 


Tareq: Bronze medal 


Heroes return home 


AMMAN — The two Jordanian 
tae kwon do champs, who clin- 
ched a silver and bronze medals 
at the World Cup tae Kwon do 
tournament, recently ended in 
Helsinki, returned to Amman 
Wednesday evening to the cheers 
of sports fans. 


Senior officials at the Ministry 
of Youth and scores of cheerers 
received Firas Jayyussi. the sil- 
ver-medal holder, and Tareq 
Lababidi who secured the bronze 
medal. Jordan ranked sixth out of 
16 participating countries in the 
tourney. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank Geary 


ACROSS 
1 Division word 
5 Solo 
9 Solicitude 

13 Vault 

14 Peals 

16 Genesis name 

17 Michigan or 
Huron 

18 Relax 

20 Disbursed 

22 Made even 

23 Moderate red 

26 Refugee gp. 

27 Altar 

26 Contributes 

32 Exclam a bon 

33 Equivocate 

35 Surrealist 
painter 

36 Hamlets 

38 Pigeon pea 

39 Inquired 

40 Therefore 

41 Woodland . 

43 Holiday time 

44 Breastbone 
46 Cylindrical 

and tapering 

48 — Aviv 

49 Expire 

50 Carouse 
53 — the hole 
56 Reproach 

59 Swiss river 

60 Ruler 

61 — Dame 

62 Ariz. Indian 

63 Sword 

64 Sign gas 

65 QED word 
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DOWN 

1 Ailments 

2 Tide 

3 Grasp the 
reins 

4 Household 
utensil 

5 Actor Carney 

6 Inlet 

7 Colored tape 

8 Author James 

9 Certain 
shipments 

10 Busy as — 

11 Peruse 


12 Wapiti 
15 Redeemer 
19 5wiss city 
21 Stumbles 

24 — jiffy 

25 Infrequently 

27 Curt 

28 Take out 

29 Sqrem 

30 Student in 
Parts 

31 Faction 

32 Fruit drinks 
34 Popeye is 

one 

37 Doorway 
curtain 

39 Roman rooms 

41 Steamboat 
man 

42 Homily; abbr. 
45 Tree home 
47 Get away 

49 Gab 

50 Inclined way 

51 Migrant 
farmer 
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52 Eng. school 

54 "My Friend — " 

55 Shipshape 

56 Pipe joint 


57 Hit sign 
letters 

58 Stabler or 
Berry 
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* Air Conditioning 
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Carried Out By Qualified A 
Experienced Staff Who Care 



HAVING FRIED US YOU 1 L L R EC0MME NP US . 



ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING Co.Ud. 
RO.Box 925229 AMMAN 



his match after fighting back from 
3-0 down in both the second and 
third sets. He won the first tie 
break 7-5 but Nysrrom was well in 
control at the crunch, winning the 
third set tiebreak 7-1. 

Sweden have now won both 
their round robin matches and 
are well placed to reach Sunday's 
final in the eight-nation tourna- 
ment. 

In the other red group match, 
Czechoslovakia and West Ger- 
many were level at 1-1 after the 
singles. 

World number five Miloslav 
Medr was surprisingly crushed 
6-1. 6-1 by West German Eric 
Jelen, turning in a performance 
even absent Wimbledon cham- 
pion Boris Becker might have 
envied. 

Medr, sometimes brilliant but 


occasionally like on Wednesday 
woeftiUy inept, was totally unable 
to find his timing one day after his 
23rd birthday. 

“I didn't know what was hap- 
pening out there and 1 didn't 
know what to do about it,” he 
said. 

Jelen. ranked only 64rh in the 
world and with six defeats out of 
six on clay this year before 
Wednesday's match, played a pa- 
tient game and waited for Mecir 
to make the mistakes. 

“The way 1 played him was 
exactly right,” Jelen said. “If he 
plays well, he's better than me. 1 
can only beat him when he's not 
so good." 

Milan Srejber levelled the tie 
by beating Damir Keretic 7-6. 6-4 
to leave the issue to be settled by 
the concluding doubles. 


India agrees to play 
Israel in Davis Cup; 


‘no shift in stand implied’ 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — The 
government has permitted the 
Indian tennis team to play with 
Israel in the Davis Cup quarter- 
final round, an official source said 
Wednesday. 

The source said the decision 
"does not indicate a change in 
our policy towards Arab nations 
or our support for the Palestinian 
cause." 

India will host the contest in 
New Delhi in July, said the 
source, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

The decision followed specula- 
tion in newspapers that Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's govern- 
ment was likely to allow the 
Israeli team into India as part of a 
new “tennis diplomacy” initiative 
to improve ties with Israel. 

The independent Telegraph 
newspaper of Calcutta editorial- 
ised Wednesday that “the prime 
minister has deariv decided that 


the time has come to play the 
Israeli card. For 40 years now 
India has been more loyal to the 
Arab cause than many of the 
Arabs themselves.” 

India has no diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel but recognises 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) 

Khalid A1 Sheikh, the PLO 
ambassador in New Delhi, ex- 
pressed surprise at New Delhi's 
decision. He said his mission had 
not been told by the government 
that the Israeli team would be 
permitted to play in India. 

Press reports said India has not 
played Israel in any international 
tournament since the 1974 Asian 
Games, an apparent indication of 
its political opposition to Israel's 
Middle East policy. ■ 

But the source said India play- 
ed with Israel in table tennis 
tournaments in Belgrade in 1981 
and in Tokyo in 1983. 


FOR SALE 


Nissan Patrol 1983, air conditioner 4-WD. 85,000 kilometres. JD 
1,200. Piano. 6 monthsM-JD 700. ' 

Ethnographic items (viUag&'pottery) . ... 

... • : . . 

*- * Tel: 02-271100 ext 3384 


FOR SALE 

1985 Audi 80, 24,000 kilometres. Duty unpaid. 

Tel: Irbid 271100/ext. 3321 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished villa 

Location: between fourth and fifth circles. 


For more information, call Tel: 711015 - 812309 - 

601684 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


English 


Arabic 


French 


Ballet 
Tennis Riding 

Swimming 7' Football 

v - - 


Drama Choir 

Pottery 


> 


Science 


Indoor Sports 


Computing 


Dates: June 20th to July 1st (2 weeks 

Or July 4th to July 15th (2 weeks) 

Or June 20th to July 15th (4 weeks) 

Times: Saturday - Wednesday 9am to 1.30pm 
Grades: KG Grades: 1 - 3 Grades: 4-12 




For further information tel:845572 





0mm 
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AMMAN DEFEATS QADISIEH 2 

TO 0: Qadisieh player Maher Hantash (left) 
jumps over Amman players to bead the ball 
during a match held on Tuesday night between 
Amman and Qadisieh dubs. The match, hdd 
within the Association Shield Tournament, was 


woti by Amman. The triumph qualified A mman 
to meet AJ Faisali in. the semifinals on Friday 
night The winners will Monday take on Adduf- 
tejn dub in the final match (Photo by Yousef A1 
•Allan) 


American National League roundup 


Cincinnati loss boosts Giants 


NEW YORK (AP) — The San 
Francisco Giants are doing it with 
Mirrors and manager Roger 
Craig thinks they look mighty 
good atop the National League 
(NL) West. 

“We haven’t played well, but 
the amazing thing is we're still in 
first place." Craig said after the 
Giants beat the Montreal Expos 
6-2 Tuesday night for only their 
second victory in the last eight 
games. 

But Cincinnati's 9-2 loss to 
Chicago not only allowed the 
Giants to move a half-game 
ahead of the Reds but also gave 
the Cubs a one-game lead in the 
NL East over St. Louis, which 
lost to Atlanta 6-5. 


The Giants have played much 
of the season with three-fourths 
of their infield — second base- 
man Robby Thompson, shortstop 
Jose Uribe and third baseman 
Chris Brown — on the disabled 
list. And their starting pitchers 
may as well have been disabled; 
Mike Lacoss’ seven-inning effort 
marked the first time in nine 
games a starter has lasted past the 
sixth inning. 

In other NL games, Pittsburgh 
beat Houston 5-2 and New York 
edged San -Diego 5-4. The Los 
Angeles-Philadelphia game was 
rained out. 

San Francisco’s Jeffrey 
Leonard hit a solo home run in 
the first inning and a two-run 


homer in the third as the Giants 
snapped Montreal's four-game 
winning streak. They added three 
runs in the fourth on Bob Mel- 
vin's homer, Thompson's double. 
Matt Williams' RBI single, a 
stolen base and Mark Wasinger’s 
single. 


! The Giants did all their damage 
against Floyd Youmans, who was 
making his first appearance after 
spending 15 days an the disabled 
list with a back strain. 

• Rick Sutcliffe became the NL’s 
first seven-game winner as the. 
Cubs woq their fifth in a row. 
Chicago rapped out 15 hits, in- 
cluding four singles by Andre 
Dawson and three by Jody Davis, 


Soviet 



set to M 

dominate 

Europe 


MOSCOW (R) — A new genen^ 
tion of Soviet gymnasts looks set 
to continue the country's domina- > 
tion of the European Gymnastics • 
Championships starting vbeie.oa 

Thursday. _ L. " 

The rise of new young Soviet;’ 
talent has done much to counter 
the absence of European cham- 
pion Dmitri Belozercbev, arid! 
they look capable of winning tber- 
overaU individual title for tbc.-- 
eigbtb time in the last nine chain- ; 
pionships. -.1 , i 

Soviet experts predict a tough' 
struggle for first place between, . 
world titleholdef Yuri Korolev 
and recently crowned Soviet - 
champion Vafary Lyukin, a:20-; 
year-old student who is the pick 
of a group of promising.' tiew-v. 
comers. . 

The other main challengers for 
the title Belozerchev won in Oslo 
in 1985 before he. was banned 1 -' 
from the national, .sqimd .araaL_ 
breaking a leg while drivingwhen; 
intoxicated, were mainly froroihe- 
East Bloc, they said.' ;• '!•' ; 

East German Sylvio Karoll was- 
likely to provide the toughen; 
challenge, but strong oppositioBF - 
in some events could also come/ 
from Hungary and ther rising'. - 
Swiss, the experts slid. ~ ’ f 
In the women's events, world. . 
champion Yelena . Shusbup©va<. 
17. looks set to retain tbeoveralL" 
European title after hitting fond; 
by winning the Soviet cham-, - 
pionships earlier this year. : 

Like the Soviet men, who havey 
won the championship 11 times 
out of 16, the women" have 
dominated the championship^ 






Jaite gives Argentina lead over defending champion France 


DUESSELDORF, West Ger- 
many (AP) — Martin Jaite 
sparked Argentina to a 2-1 upset 
victory over defending champion 
France in the opening group 
match of the $750,000 Peugeot 
World Team Cup Tqnnis Tot ma- 
ment. 

^Czechoslovakia 
Australia 3-0 in the 


match 
Meaiiw 


played 

nwhile. 


Tuesday. 


the 


Sweden's Stefan Edberg said the 
world’s number 3 player suffered 
a groin injury in Monday’s play 
and might have to miss the 
French Open that starts next 
week in Paris. 


-j 

Jrolled over 
other group- 



Henri Leconte 7-7, 7-6 after 1 
veteran Guillermo Vilas had 
trainer for downed Thierry Tulasne 7-6, 6-2 


\JEEP FOR SALE 


Jeep Isuzu Trooper 

4 WD - air-conditioned - power steering - silver colour - tinted 
glass - passport-to-passport. 

Price JD 1,200. * Custom free. 


Call: Tel 815062 


in the opening match of the day. 

In doubles play, Leconte 
teamed with Guy Forget to defeat 
Jaite and Vilas 6-4, 6-3. 

In the other group, Miloslav 
Mecir beat Pat Cash 6-4, 7-6 and 
Milan ’Srejber defeated ‘‘Wally" 
Masur 6-3, 7-6 to give Czechoslo- 
vakia a derisive' 2-0 edge against 
Australia. Mecir and Tomas Smid‘ 
then defeated Cash and Paul 
McNamee 6-1, 64 to complete 
the whitewash. 

Jaite’s victory over Leconte 
was full of tense moments. The 
Frenchman held three set points 
in the first set before losing it 7-5 
in the tiebreaker. 

Leconte then saved two match 
points in an equally tight second 
set at 5-6 before going down 7-1 
in the tiebreaker that followed. 

Mecir celebrated his 23rd birth- 
day with his victory over Cash. 
But the unpredictable Czechoslo- 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


Consisting 3 bedrooms, sitting room, salon with dining room, 2 
verandas^ one bathroom, and one shower room, independent 
entrance. 

Location; 7th Circle, behind American School. 


Call: 815122 - Mr. Zrekat 


^ Secretary Wanted 


secretary 


Lufthansa German Airlines is looking for a 

— Jordanian citizen 

— Well experienced with secretarial and administrative work 

— Fluent in Arabic, English and German languages 

— Preferable experienced in airline business. 


If interested, please apply to P.O. Box 1393. Applica- 
tions will be treated as strictly confidential. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 


Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


vak almost stumbled with victory.? 
in his grasp. . . ... ;r.\". 

He had to fight off six set 
points against him at 5-6 m the 
second set before holding serve to 
force a tiebreaker, which he won • 
-7r5.- • •ii.'.i '.. .. - 

John McEnroe ,aml4>toberf{ 
t’Sfegjuso, playifigltrigetKer for they 
'©rsrtime, were beafen-2-^6, 6-4, i 
64 by Spain’s Emilio Sanchez 
and Sergio Casal In a doubles: - 
match held over from Monday.' 
The United States had already-, 
established a 2-0 winning lead in- 
singlesplay. 

Edberg was hart in doubles? 
play at the World Team. Cup here; 
Monday night and has been told' 
by a doctor to rest for at least; 
three days. ... _- v 

The Swedish number I, who 
was to be seeded third behind; 
Ivan Lendl and Boris Becker in; 
Paris, was undergoing intensive' 
treatment in a bid to get fit in 
rime. 

"Stefan is having ultrasound 7 
treatment but has been told bya ; 
doctor not to play for. three 
days,” said Carl-Axel Hageskog,;. 
ihe Swedish team trainer. 

“If he doesn’t have any reac- 
tion after that it is possible that he 
could play on Sunday if we reach - 


the (World Team Cup) final, but 
he is unlikely to be fit," Hages- 


kog said. 

Edberg has askedi for a late; 
start in Paris in the hope that he 
will be ready in time, but a. 
decision on his request will not be 
made until. Thursday, or 'Friday.-. 


foRf 


Dog For Sale 


3 beautiful puppies 
Dachshunds 


Call: 673286 


FOR SALE 


Austin Metro 1987 - 
3,500 kilometres onl>. 
Duty unpaid, white co - 
our, 4 doors, radio/ 
cassette, JD 1,450. 


Tel. 815262 


WANTED FOR RENT 


Small foreign family is looking for unfurnished '2-3 bed- 
room rooftop or garden flat. 

Location: Preferable between 4th and 6th Circles. - • 


Please call 661443 after 2:00 p.mi 


jLjES* 




. JJuaii 


TWO FLATS FOR RENT 


In a building of six flats near Al Khalidy Hospital, Jabal 
Amman. Flats are on second floor, centrally heated wrth 
telephone. Each flat contains three bedrooms, sitting- 
room livng room, guest room, two baths, a kitchen and 
veranda They may be rented furnished or unfurnished; 


Tel. 675527, from 9 a.m. - 6 jxni. Ammari 


-.S3 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: *7742(1 


A MAN AND A 
WOMAN 20 YEARS 
LATER 


^Performances 3:30. 5;in, 9:00. 1D:4S 


’Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155" 

r 


SUDDEN 


DEATH 


„ Purii-muncr* .1.15. h .til. R til. Ufctii 



rCinema 

Tel: 67557.lT 

1 OPERA i 

NEVER SAY 


NEVER AGAIN 


^Performances 3:15, 5:15, (k45, 10:45 



Cinema 


Tel: 67742d\ 


DIAMOND HAUL 


V Performances 3:30, 5:10. 9:00. Ifc45 


"Cinema Tel: 6221981 

RAGHADAN 


CLASH OOTH& 
NINJAS^- 


Peri or nun e g , Hisi 3W.SM.9-AS 


/ 









- - -r - 1_- 
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1 LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

^*S[[ I^NPOK-(R)'rr-'FoBowfflg.aie the buying and selling rates for 
u leading world atroncies ana gold against the dollar at midday on 


ne *y°i»n 
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One Sterizi 
One U,S.. 


One ounce of gold 


1.6877/87 

L 3460/70 

1 .7690/7700 

2.994(i/50 

1,4500/10 

36.64/67 

5.9190/9240 

1283/1284 

139.55/65 

6.2050/2100 

6.5775/5825 

6.655( | /6600 

480-6(1/481.10 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish drown 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON {R) — The threat of a fresh criss over lending to Third 
World countries and an opinion poll showing a narrowing in the 
gap between the ruling Conservatives and rhe main opposition 
Labour Party poshed shares down sharply Wednesday morning 
and kept prices near the lows throughout the day, dealers said. 

By 1416 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 40.9 to 2,173.4, 
after an earlier low of 2,170.7. 

Wall Street’s sharp sell off overnight looked set to be continued 
at the opening then: Wednesday and could send shares here yet 
lower in late trading. Rising U.S. inflation and interest rates have 
been worrying U.K. investors recently. 

Long standing worries about Third Worid bank debt exposure 
were resurrected on Wednesday after news that Citicorp is adding 
53 billion to its loan loss reserves and foresees a second quarter 
Joss of S2.5 billion. 

A statement from the Bank of England that it expects a 
continuing increase in the level of provisions at U.K. banks for 
potential loan losses in the sovereign lending sector further 
deepened the gkx>ra surrounding bank shares here. 


W TYOUR OAILY 

Horoscope 

. from the Carroll Righter Institute M 



. FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAY 21, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: If you have anything of 
. particular Importance to be attended to, it should be 
done now to avoid the delays and obstacles on the 
horizon. Don’t do anything drastic. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You can handle a private 
affair very wisely. Roll up your sleeves and get to work 
with- & vengeance. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Listen to the views of 
a good friend. Your mate may be disturbed, but keep 
poised and take this in stride. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You can handle an out- 
side matter with alacrity. Don't try to get the aid of 
others with your projects. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) You get an 
inspiring idea today, so get it . in motion. Use tact and 
tenacity ten best results. 

• LEO (JuL 22 to Aujfe’ZI) Settle an account, wisely. 
Should yoiil* matebe^moOdy, blame it on the planets. 
Show that youtcan be patient. 

" VIRGO (Aug; 22 to Sept. 22) An outside associate has 
good ideas for your mutual advancement. Don’t invite 
. guests into your hoxnfijjow. 

LIBRA (Sept- 23 to Oct. 22) It’s a good day to listen 
to what an outside partner has to advise. Much care in 
driving is needed today. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Try a new tact with 
the tasks before you and get good results. Try not to 
commit yourself now. 1 - - . . 

SAGITTARIUS (Novi 22 to Dec. 21) Get out to fun 
■ places and forget your worries, but don’t try to force 
your ideas on others. 

, CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Place your efforts 
on home and family today. A dose tie may be upset, but 
take this in stride. 

• - AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Place more effort on 
your regular duties. Forget the social life all together. 
Get your wardrobe in order. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar: 20) Think about bow to 
handle your material affairs in a better way. Don’t try 

- to gain favors from bigwigs. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he. or she, 
will be one of those charming young people who should 
be taught to think along more conventional lines. By not 
completing things, your progeny could find much 
trouble, especially in schooL Add psychology courses to 

- help curb this child's spunk. 

• FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. MAY 22, 1987 

• GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today finds you able to 
get to those who have the knowledge or the power to 

■ malt* your dreams come true. But wait for more specific 
plans before taking action. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get your tasks well 
organized. Curb that tendency to go after your personal 
aims 'too quickly. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 toMay 20) A fine pal is helpful with 
your personal goals. Try not to be too de mand i n g with 

- your mate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You have an opportum- 
' ty to get a worldly matter in fine order. Not a good day 
to push your personal wishes. 

- MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) You get a 
sudden inspiration! Get a good start on your activities. 

• Venture out and be social tonight. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Find the proper way to keep 

- any promises you have made. Don't go off on any 
tari ginii-ji Hmf. rfwilH prove dangerous. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A long talk with an out- 
side partner may bring good results. Be p at i e nt with 
your mate and don't criticize. 

- LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You know how to handle 
-- present-tasks more efficiently. Don’t permit an associate 

'1 to bother you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Plan time for the 
- - recreations you like. Be most conscientious in handling 
your work. load. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Makeevexything 
at home as you want it to be, then handle difficult prob- 

- -terns in creative matters. 

‘ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study every phase 
of the messages you get, then answer them. Be patient 
in any. home situations. 

; AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can handleyour 
pnSical affairs welL Be careful in your correspondence 

■ or fayfofyhftiW 1 

: * ; ' .PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can gain your per- 

- somd ambitions, now. Don’t do anything that could en- 
. danger .your security. 

TUr YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 

‘ wiU be moat capable at understanding idealistic ideas 
and mny Lhm»g -fi with them to a successful conclusion, 
but. the adulthood te-apt to unstable in this area. Self 
j^ontrol will' soon be teamed, however, and then mnch 
•“ success is possible- here. 


W. Germany to reduce 
stake in national airline 


FRANKFURT (R)— r Lufthansa, 
the West German airline, said 
Tuesday the government would 
reduce its stake in the company. 

The airline said it planned to 
raise 810 million marks ($450 mil- 
lion) by issuing new shares, but 
that the government would con- 
tribute only 312 million marks 
($173 million). 

“That means that the share of 
private shareholders will rise," 
Lufthansa said in a statement. 

Public authorities would still 
own over 75 per cent of the airline 
after the transaction. The federal 
government, the post office, rail- 
ways, a state bank and the state 
of North Rhine Wesphaiia now 
own 82 per cent of all Lufthansa 
shares and 90 per cent of shares 
with voting rights. 

Political sources in Bonn said 
the move was in line with govern- 
ment policy of expanding pri- 
vate ownership of public com- 
panies. 

But it stopped short of the 
sell-off of the airline sought by 
Finance Minister Gerhard Stol- 
tenberg. 

That was vigorously opposed 
by Bavarian right-winger, Mr. 


Franz Josef Strauss, head of the 
Christian Social Union, partners 
in the Bonn coalition. 

Mr. Stoltenberg has tried to 
sell off part of the government’s 
stake in Lufthansa since Chancel- 
lor Helmut (Kohl's centre-right 
coalition came to power in 1982. 

But Mr.Strauss, chief of Lufth- 
ansa's supervisory board and also 
head of the West German wing of 
the European Airbus consortium, 
has said this is not in the national 
interest. 

. Lufthansa also said it planned 
at a later stage to issue more 
non-voting shares, but that this 
would not affect the govern- 
ment’s ability to control 1 Lufth- 
ansa. _ 

The political sources beljeved 
Mr. Strauss was still opposed to 
privatising the airline but said he 
would not have objected to das 
reduction in the government's 
srake, which maintains state con- 
trol. 

Since 1982, the government has 
privatised the industrial giant 
Veba and it also plans to sell its 
share of carmaker Volkswagen to 
the public. 


Citicorp debt move rings alarm 
bells in world financial markets 


World Bank approves 
$500m credit to Argentina 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank on Tuesday 
approved $500 million in credit to 
support fundamental reforms in 
Argentina's foreign trade. 

A statement by the 151-nation 
body said the loan was designed 
to make Argentine exports more 
competitive. Die credit was ex- 
tended for a 15-year period, in- 
cluding three years of grace, at a 
variable interest rate, currently at 
7.92 per cent. 

This is the largest pcr-capita 
loan ever granted by the bank. 
Bank officials said it was 
approved with the support of the 
United States and all the major 
industrialised nations. 

The bank, which assists in eco- 


nomic and social development, 
said that in addition to the loan, it 
is considering a project of export 
promotion that would remove all 
the barriers on the country's fore- 
ign trade. 

That would include a three - 
year phasing out of all restrictions 
on the import of raw materials to 
Argentina in order to promote 
industrial growth, the statement 
said. 

The bank said the new prog- 
ramme would encourage interna- 
tional bankers to make additional 
investments in Argentina and re- 
sult in economic growth, the crea- 
tion of new jobs and a healthy 
balance of payments in Argen- 
tina. 


LONDON (R) — Worries about Third World debt 
and the health of the banking system Wednesday 
sent the gold price to its highest since early 1983 . 

The dollar slipped, and share The dollar was set in Fr ankf urt 
and bond prices tumbled across at midday at 1.7697 West Ger- 
the globe in Scandal markets man marks, down from 1.7827 on 
fretting after a move Tuesday by Tuesday, The Frankfurt fix was 
Citicorp, the world’s largest bank the dollar's lowest since a 1.7640 
group, effectively writing off S3 setting on May 5, itself the lowest 
billion of its loans to developing since July, 1980. 
nations. Citicorp said Tuesday night it 

Tokyo's stock market took die would add S3 billion to its fund to 
second biggest one-day nosedive cover bad loans. The move would 
in its history. put it in the red by S2.5 billion in 

Later, however, dealers in the first quarter of 19S7. 

Europe grew somewhat less ner- It was the firsl concrete step by 
vous. The dollar steadied and a u.S. banJt towards recognition 
gold — a safe haven for investors t|j at Third World may never 
ui time of stress in the global repay all the many billions lent in 
economy — eased back from lbe IgrjQi, when banks accumu- 
$483 an ounce to a London morn- tated a huge pool of money used 

lf I 1 8.,? err * n S 31 5479.95 t0 Da y f or QPEC oil and “recy- 

StiU, that was nearly S10 up on c j e 

Tuesday night's London price Markets worried about 
and the highest London ‘‘fix whether other banks would have 
since February, 1983. to ^e josses, too And would 

The dollar at midday in Europe Third World debtors feel it was 
fetched around 139.60 yen, after [j me simply to stop payiag!L_ 
dipping as low as 139.30. It had _ 

ended in London Tuesday night . The announcement came too 
just above 140 yen. late for U.S. markets but 

: rumours that Citicorp planned a 

Th mmf ftnrlo debt move preceded it and they 

J^gypL UUUb sent U.S. treasury bonds, the 

# dollar and stocks into a slide. On 

r\f*\\T At | ffpklW Wall Street, the Dow Jones in- 

llt/ W Ull 11V/1U d us trial average dosed 37 points 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Oil down at 2,258.8. 

Minister Abdul Hadj Kandeel Next, in Tokyo's stock market 

Wednesday reported a new oil “r z « ; — ; — ~~ 

find in the Gulf of Suez with ArBO Oil IIU1USU 
output capadty of 10.0QQ barrels a 

per day (b/d). But be said Egypt OPEC nvnpp fll] 
would maintain its current output 

level of 870,000 b/d for the next BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf oil minis- 
five years. Egypt has said it would led by Saudi Arabia have 

= P V&£i hlS ,■ IS “greed on the need to keep oil 
support OPEC The national, at $18 a barrel and to stick 
Middle East News Agency nppr^t „„„„ I™*!. ,h- 


took its second biggest one-day 
dive on record and the Nikkei 
average closed Wednesday 
658.28 points down at 23,419.60. 

Tokyo stock and bond markets 
plunged on what brokers said 
were worried that Third Worid 
debt exposure may throw the 
health of the worid financial sys- 
tems into doubt. 

“Japanese banks also lend 
much money to Latin American 
countries," said Mr. Toranobu 
Sugai, vice president for Japanese 
equity trade at Shearson Lehman 
Brothers' Tokyo branch. 

Japan is the largest creditor 
nation. The selloff in the Tokyo 
stock market centred on financial 
shares, particularly banks, secur- 
ities houses and insurance. 

The jitters spread to Europe 
when the dealers in money, and 
in the investment instruments in 
which the affluent worid keeps its 
savings and pensions, flicked on 
their screens there. 

In London, where the weaker 
dollar was also a worry, the 
Financial Tunes stock exchange 
index of 100 leading shares at 
midday was 35.6 down at 2,178.7. 
Bank shares fell, with Lloyds, for 
instance, off 35 pence (60 cents) 
at £5.50 ($9.24) in early trading. 

Dealers said the London falls 
would have been more substan- 
tial but for optimism about a 
Conservative Party majority in 


Arab oil ministers reaffirm 
OPEC price, quota decisions 


1V.C. u. O/U.uuu D/u .or me ncx. BAHRAIN (R)— Gulf oil minis- 
five years. Egypt has said it would i«| by Saudi Arabia have 

S “greed on the need to keep oil 
support OPEC The national. bhcTit S18 a barrel and to stick 

a , gCn .t y to OPEC-set quota levels, the 
Gumed Mr Kandeel as say.ng the offida , Salld |* Press Agency 

drilling of the first two wells in «p A r 6 


Zaire wins landmark debt 


repayment terms from West 

PARIS (R) — Zaire has won a money owed banks as well as 
landmark agreement from the the Paris Qub governments, is 
Paris Qub of Western creditor estimated at $5 billion. 


PARIS (R) — Zaire has won a 
landmark agreement from the 
Paris Qub of Western creditor 
governments to put off repaying 
part of its debt for much longer 
than ever agreed before, di-. 
plomatic and financial sources' 
said Tuesday. u 

The agreement allows Zaire — 
hard-hit by slumping copper 
prices — to delay repaying debt 
due this year for up to 15 years, 
the sources said. 

It is the first such agreement 
since last month’s announcement 
that the Paris Qub agreed in 
principle to easier debt repay- 
ment terms for sub-Saharan Afri- 
can countries, which include 
some of the poorest in the worid. 

The agreement gives Zaire a 
six year "grace period” , during 
which no debt has to be repaid. 

Details were not officially dis- 
closed, but the sources said the 
pact rescheduled about 90 per 
cent of the total requested by 
Zaire. 

Zaire's total debt, including 


The sources said the fact that 
the period over which Zaire will 
be allowed to repay its debt is 15 
years instead of the 10 years 
traditionally granted by the Paris 
Qub broke new ground, and one 
described it as an “historic first.’ 

The decision to extend the re- 
payment period came in. response 
to French Finance Minister 
Edouard Bahadur's call for easier 
terms for poverty-stricken, inde- 
bted developing countries, the 
sources said. 

Zaire defied its creditors late 
last year by saying it would limit 
external debt repayments to 10 
per cent of its export earnings 
from January 1987. 

But last week, the country won 
International Monetary Fund 
approval for loans totalling 282.1 
million Special Drawing Rights 
($387 million). Special Drawing 
Rights are based on a basket of 
five major currencies. 


the new “Sinai field " showed a 
reservoir of at least 20 milli on 
barrels. The minister said oil ex- 
ports in the last five years 
pumped $10 billion into the 
budget. The oil sector would pro- 
vide $1.7 billion in the first year 
of the government’s next five- 
year development plan due to 
start in July, Mr. Kandeel said. 

Israel to open 
trade mission in 
South Korea 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has 
reached an agreement in princi- 
ple to open a trade mission in 
South Korea, the foreign ministry 
anuounced Wednesday. The 
agreement was reached during a 
visit to Seoul last week by Avra- 
ham Tamir, a director-general of 
the foreign ministry, a spokesman 
said on condition of anonymity. 
Israel, which has full diplomatic 
relations with South Korea, has 
tried unsuccessfully to reopen a 
mission in Seoul which it closed in 
1970 during a cost-cutting drive, 
the spokesman said. He said 
South Korea had turned down 
earlier Israeli requests due to 
concern about the effect on rela- 
tions with Arab states and North 
Korea. 


(SPA) said Wednesday. 

Ministers from six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — 
responsible for some 40 per cent 
of OPEC production — met late 
Tuesday night to map out a joint 
strategy for the OPEC meeting in 
Vienna next month. 

A communique carried by SPA 
said the ministers agreed OPEC 
(Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries) should adhere 
to the quota and price levels set at 
its last conference in Geneva in 
December. 

Soon after the GCC statement, 
'Indonesian Energy Minister Sub- 
roto — regarded as OPEC’s elder 
statesman — added his weight to 
calls for keeping to quotas for the 
third and fourth quarts is. 

“I think that at the next OPEC 
meeting we should adhere to the 
decision agreed in December 
1986,” Dr. Subroto told Reuters 
in Jakarta. 

The December agreement, 
which cut the group's ceiling to 
15.8 million barrels per day (b/d) 
for the first half of this year, 
helped boost prices dose to a 
benchmark of $18 a barrel set at 
the meeting- 

It also said ceilings in the third 
and fourth quarter ceilings should 
rise to 16.6 million b/d and 18.3 
million b/d respectively, provided 
there was sufficient demand. 


Some OPEC ministers have 
said the stronger oil markets have 
given the group the option of 
raising prices or increasing the 
production ceilings, but GCC 
leaders have made it dear they 
would not allow prices to rise. 

The GCC communique said 
the ministers agreed on the fol- 
lowing: 

**A) — The necessity of adher- 
ing to the agreement which 
OPEC reached last December on 
production levels for each mem- 
ber and the production ceiling for 
each period of that year and 

B) — To stick to the oil prices 
set in the last OPEC agreement in 
order to maintain oil market sta- 
bility and the balance between 
supply and demand until the end 
of December 1987." 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Qatar and non- 
OPEC members Oman and 
Bahrain. 

Oil traders had been looking to 
the GCC talks to see whether the 
UAE would accept the quota set 
for it in December. 

UAE Oil Minister Mana Said ! 
A1 Oteiba had said this month his I 
country would ignore its quota if I 
the level were not raised in June. 
But it was not dear at the time , 
whether he was insisting on more 1 
than the increase provisionally 
allotted in December. 

The December accord envis- 
aged the UAE quota rising from 

902.000 b/d in the first half to 

948.000 in the third quarter and 
1.045 million in the fourth. 


the June 11 general election. 

London prices of U.S. govern- 
ment bonds fell more than of a 
percentage point in early trading. 
Dealers said the market was ner- 
vous, with selling pressure com- 
ing Japanese and European 
accounts. 

The Frankfurt bourse opened 
lower. The 50-share Paris bourse 
indicator fell 1 .7 per cent in early 
business. 

But as the trading day wore on. 
and analysts in the dealing rooms 
struggled to puzzle out the im- 
plications of Citicorp's action, 
there was some feeling that the 
initial “knee-jerk” reaction might 
have been overdone. So the dol- 
lar steadied and gold came off its 
highs. 

Mr. Franz Luetolf. general 
manager of Swiss Bank Corp, 
said in Zurich that the Citicorp 
move was an important step in 
handling the debt crisis. 

Mr. Luetolf. who coordinates 
his bank's debt strategy, told 
Reuters: “I welcome this step. 
It’s absolutely right. We banks 
have to build up reserves. People 
will very quickly realise that the 
increase in reserves will have a 
stabilising effect." 

Mr. Luetolf said he doubted 
the Citicorp move would encour- 
age debtors to feel that old loans 
did not need to be repaid. 

“It is absolutely a sign of 
strength," he said. 

Environmentalists 
call on Greece to 
scrap major 
alumina plant 

ATHENS (R) — Environmental- 
ist groups called on the Greek 
government Tuesday to abandon 
plans to build an industrial plant 
near the town of Delphi, saying 
pollution from the factory would 
damage the ancient site. 

Mr. Michael Scoullos, presi- 
dent of the Greek Society for t he 
Protection of the Environment 
and Cultural Heritage, urged the 
government to find an alternative 
location for the factory, which 
will produce alumina, from which 
aluminium is made. 

The plant is to be built by the 
village of Aghia Efthymia, 11 
kilometres away from Delphi. 

“(The factory) will be a monu- 
i ment to the rejection of every 
aesthetic and cultural value,” be 
told reporters. 

The factory, a Greek-Soviet 
joint venture forecast to be oper- 
ational by 1992, will cost an esti- 
mated $500 million — the biggest 
investment in Greece for 20 years 
according to Greek government 
officials. 

Speaking on behalf of five en- 
vironmentalist groups, Mr. Scoul- 
los said sulphur dioxide emissions 
from the plant, expected to burn 
up to 1,200 tonnes of crude oil a 
year, would equal those found in 
the atmosphere of a large dty. 

Even if fuel with a low sulphur 
content were used, it would cause 
the marble monuments at Delphi 
to crumble, he said. 


Peanuts 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I JumWes: SWAMP FEUDAL CANOPY 

Answer: What many a pubfic speaker devotes his fife 
to— A “WORDY" CAUSE 
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Racial violence erupts in Fiji 

Governor-general holds talks with chiefs 


SUVA (R) — Racial violence erupted in Suva 
Wednesday leaving some 35 Indians injured as 
Governor-General Sir Penaia Ganilau appealed for 
palm and held talks with Fyian chiefs to restore 
democracy after last week’s coup. 

Central Suva was deserted Troops and police took more 
Wednesday night after ethnic In- than an hour to restore order but 
dians fled the business district to the Fijian youths went on a ram- 
escape gangs of indigenous Fijian page in other parts of the dty, 
youths roaming the normally smashing shop windows and 
busy streets. attacking the few Indians who 

The men, women and children ventured outside, 
were injured when Fijian mobs “It’s bloody sad,” one Fijian 
attacked Indians at a rally in bystander said. “I saw an old 
support of Prime Minister Timod Indian woman running for her life 

Bavadra's government which was pursued by two boys ... and there 
ousted in a military takeover on was nothing I could do about it.” 
May 14. Ganilau, in national broad- 

Bavadra, released from deten- casts, appealed for calm as be 
tion Tuesday night by coup leader tried to gain the support of the 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sitiveni Great Council of Chiefs which, 
Rabuka, had planned to address sources dose to the powerful 
the rally but did not show up indigenous body said, wanted 
following the disturbances. Col. Rabuka to be the leader of 

Fijians hurled rocks and bottles the South Pacific island nation, 
into the crowd and in nearby The 200 chiefs from Fiji's 320 
streets Indian-owned shops, cars islands have no constitutional au- 
and taxis were wrecked. thority, but they are respected by 


4 Japanese held in Tokyo for 
allegedly selling U.S. secrets 


TOKYO (Agendes) — Four 
Japanese men passed on U.S. 
military documents to Soviet and 
Chinese buyers for several years, 
police charged Wednesday. U.S. 
military offidals were investigat- 
ing the extent of the possible 
security damage. 

The four suspects indude a 
current and a former employee of 
U.S. military facilities. 

Police said the men are sus- 
pected of selling documents to 
Soviet diplomats and Chinese 
buyers, but that no details were 
available on the- alleged deals 
with the Chinese, who may or 
may not have been government 
offidals. 

The four men were arrested 
Tuesday after one allegedly 
attempted to give U.S. military 
documents to a Soviet diplomat 
in a Tokyo park. 

Police said they seized docu- 
ments and equipment that 
pointed to a longtime operation 
that included transactions in a 
cemetery and orders issued by 
short-wave from the Soviet 
Union. 

They said the four received a 
total of more than $714,000 for 
the documents. 

U.S. military offidals, who in- 
itially alerted Japanese police to 
the matter, refused to comment 
on the nature of the documents 
involved. 


The United States is studying 
the damage caused by the ring 
but leaving the investigation to 
the Japanese, said Lieutenant- 
Colonel John. T. Kirkwood, de- 
puty director of the fifth air force 
public affairs division. 

Police arrested Hiromi Date, 
62, when he met V.B. Aksenov 
of the Soviet trade representa- 
tive’s office at a park in western 
Tokyo to hand over documents, 
said a police offidal, who could 
not be identified in keeping with 
regulations. Police refused to de- 
scribe the documents. 

A spokesman said police had 
also questioned Mr. Aksenov, 
who left Japan for Moscow 
Wednesday morning. 

The police accused Hiroshi 
Ohsiimi, 65, an employee at the 
U.S. Yokota airbase, of taking 
secret documents in March and 
giving them to Masateru Tachiba- 
na, 59, a writer on military 
affairs. 

Mr. Tachibana, who once 
worked at another U.S. base in 
Japan,, then sold the documents 
to Mr. Date, an adviser to a 
private Chinese technical cen- 
tre, and Sadao Gotoh, 60, an 
executive of a trading company, 
the spokesman said. 

He said Mr. Date was arrested 
as he tried to hand the documents 
to Mr. Aksenov. 


Boeing admits faulty repairs 
contributed to JAL crash 


SEATTLE, Washington (AP) — 
The Boeing Co. has admitted its 
faulty repairs were one of the 
causes of a Japan Air Lines 
(JAL) crash that killed 520 peo- 
ple in history’s worst single-plane 
accident. 

- Boeing is being sued in King 
county superior court by families 
of 77 victims. JAL was dropped 
from the lawsuit late last week tty 
the families. 

Preliminary drafts of a 


Japanese government investiga- 
tion into the accident have 
blamed a repair Boeing made to 
74Ts aft pressure bulkhead, a 
structure that separates the Jam-, 
bo jet’s pressurised passenger’ 
compartment from the nn pressu- 
rised rear. 

Boeing initially admitted the 
faulty repairs, but did not relate 
the repairs to the crash in a 
mountainous area of Japan. 
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ANSWERS TO i WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you them, 
hold: 

♦AQ1073 <7652 07 +A862 Q.4 — Both vulnerabl 

The bidding has proceeded: you hold: 

West North East South *QJ7 095 OKIO 

3 0 3 0 Pass ? The bidding has proa 

What do you bid now? West North East 

A. — At this vulnerability, your I * Dble 1 NT 

partner should have a good hand What action do you ts 

and a respectable suit to act at the A. — If partner has s 

three-level In the direct seat. for his double, your o 
Therefore, you should be thinking already over their he; 
slam. Your trump support is more to tell partner of this L 

than adequate, and your two aces his action was based a 
and singleton diamond are gold. er than high cards, he 
Cue-bid four diamonds. a safe haven. 


Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you -hold: 

4A874 <?J962 083 *AK3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth East North East 

1 * Dble 2 4 Dble 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Where would you like to go? 
Partner surely has five-card sup- 
port for his raise to two clubs, 
since even if you play four-card 
majors he will be wary of the possi- 
bility that you were employing a 
prepared club opening. If he has 
the right values, you won't fare 
badly even if trumps are stacked 
against you. Pass. 

<W — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*83 

7KQ8 

0AJI02 

♦QJ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North 

East 

South 

West 

1 * 

Fstw 

1 0 

Pass 

It? 

Pass 

2 + 

Pass 

a * 

Pass 

» 



What do you bid now? 

A. — Don't consider three jjo 
trump — if that's what partner 
wanted, he would have bid it him- 
self. Show your heart support by 
bidding four hearts. Since you did- 
n't raise hearts immediately, part- 
ner knows you can't have four of 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4QJ7 <795 0K1063 4QJ85 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

I 4 Dble 1 NT ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If partner has sound values 
for his double, your opponents are 
already over their heads. The way 
to tell partner of this is to double. If 
his action was based on shape rath- 
er than high cards, he will move to 
a safe haven. 

Q-5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ7 <7K8 0J72 4AQ965 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

14 3 4 Pass Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

A. — It might seem that you are 
safe to double, but is that really so? 
If you could guarantee the oppo- 
nents (and your partner) will stay 
there, fine. But if East has a long 
suit and runs, you have no guaran- 
tee you will defeat him. Take your 
certain profit and pass. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ93 7KJ6542 OA 483 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 V Pass 2 0 Pass 

2 <7 Pass 3 0 Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Even if you and your partner 
use five-card majors, this sequence 
does not guarantee a six-card heart 
suit. Nevertheless, we don’t think 
you should bid again Partner's di- 
amond rebid shows a sub-minimum 
two-over-one response with long 
diamonds, so we don't think this 
hand is going anywhere. Pass. 


the islanders — both Fijians and 
Indians. 

The sources said a number of 
council members were in favour 
of passing a vote of no confidence 
in Ganilau which could pave the 
way for Fiji becoming a republic. 
However, no formal statement 
has yet been made. 

Indians slightly outnumber the 
Fijians in the nation’s 714,000 
population. Fijian anger grew af- 
ter Dr. Bavadra’s Indian-domin- 
ated coalition defeated the Fijian- 
supported Alliance Party in elec- 
tions last month. 

Ganilau, appointed by Bri- 
tain’s Queen Elizabeth who is 
also Fiji's head of state, refused 
to swear in Col. Rabuka’s rebel 
council of ministers as the care- 
taker government. 

The governor-general, in a 
proclamation Wednesday, de- 
clared vacant the office of the 
prime minister and all his appoin- 
tees pending new elections. He 
earlier said he was assuming ex- 
ecutive authority with the agree- 
ment of Col. Rabuka. 


Death toll from China’s 
forest fire exceeds 200 


PEKING (R) — More than 200 
people have been killed and 
thousands of acres of rich timber- 
land destroyed in forest fires that 
have raged out of control in 
north-east China for two weeks, 
the offidal press said Wednesday. 

C hina Daily said the fire, the 
worst in memory, had swept 
through 600.000 hectares (1.48 
milli on acres) of land, more than 
half of its 'finest, had left 50,000 
people homeless and more than 
220 seriously injured. 

People’s Daily said the western 
face of the fire had reached the 
Heilongjiang River, marking the 
border with the Soviet Union, 
and threatened to spread into 
areas so Car spared. 

It said new fires in the west had 
surrounded a forest form whose 
workers had been evacuated by 
helicopter and were approaching 
stretches of China's richest forest- 
land. 


The newspaper said rein 
forcemeats had been sent to 
the western sector, bringing the 
number of fire-fighters there to 
17,400, half the total involved in 
the whole operation. 

It said fire in the eastern sector 
was being kept almost under con- 
trol because of a 260- kilometre 
firebreak. 

People’s Daily quoted the State 
Council (cabinet) as calling Tues- 
day for the “mobilisation of all 
forces” to combat the blaze and 
praising the firefighters for their 
devotion and fearlessness. 

China Daily said helicopters 
surveying the blaze reported that 
huge col umns of blue, yellow and 
black smoke over the dark, burnt 
earth had turned the whole sky a 
reddish yellow. 

“The woods belOw were ablaze 
with leaping _ and rolling 
flames,” the paper said. 


Basque gunmen reportedly 
kidnap Spanish businessman 


BILBAO (R) — Three gunmen 
who said they belonged to the 
Basque separatist organisation 
ETA kidnapped a Spanish 
businessman after breaking into 
his home near this northern in- 
dustrial city, police said 
Wednesday. 

Andres Gutierrez Blanco, 65, 
who owns an engineering firm, 
was seized Tuesday afternoon, 
given sedatives and taken away 
by car, they said. The gunmen 
tied up his wife, a household 
servant and the caretaker of the 


apartment block where he lived. 

The kidnapping was the first 
this year by guerrillas fighting for 
a separate state in the Basque 
region of northern Spain. It fel- 
lows ETA car-bombings which 
killed a woman and hurt nine 
o*!ier people in Madrid on 
Sunday. 

It also coincides with the start 
this week of campaigning for 
June 10 elections to local coun- 
cils, regional assemblies and the 
European parliament. 


Argentine military chiefs 
take oath of allegiance 


BUENOS. AIRES (R) — Three 
top mifitaiy chiefs have taken an 
oath of allegiance to the constitu- 
tion in an unprecedented cere- 
mony a month after the worst 
military crisis of Argentina’s 
young democracy. 

The, head of the joint chiefs of 
staff. Brigadier General Teodoro 
Waldner, navy chief-of-staff 
Vice-Admiral Ramon Arosa and 
his air force counterpart Briga- 
dier Major Ernesto Crespo swore 
the oath in the presence of Presi- 
dent Raul Alfonsin to defend the 
constitution. 

The ceremony at Government 
House was the first time in 
Argentina that heads of the 
armed forces bad taken such an 
oath, although they were pre- 
ceded by army chief-of-staff 
Genereai Jose Caridi. 

A law making the ceremony of 


oath obligatoiy came into effect 
officially Tuesday. 

Gen. Caridi took the oath a 
month ago when he took office 
after an officer rebellion against 
trials for human rights violations 
under military rule. He replaced 
General Hector Rios Erenu, who 
retired. 

The ceremony, attended by 
most of Mr. Alfonsin's cabinet 
and several congressmen, was 
held as the senate prepares to 
debate a bin that would shelter 
from prosecution officers who 
prove they were foDowing order 
when rights abuses were com- 
mitted. 

The executive bill offered last 
week by Mr. Alfonsin, who came 
to power in 1*83 ending eight 
years of military rule, has been 
passed by the lower bouse of 
congress. 


Over 500 reportedly arrested 
in Peruvian general strike 


LIMA (R) — Peru’s main Labour 
confederation has said that more 
than 500 people had been 
arrested and at least two injured, 
one with a bullet wound, in the 
country’s first general strike in 
more than two years. 

The General Confederation of 
Peruvian Workers (CGTP), 
which called Tuesday’s 24-hour 
strike against President Alan 
Garda's economic polities, said 
die arrest of its members was an 
attack on the constitutional right 
of public assembly. 

In a statement it said 268 
people had been arrested in Lima 
and 280 in the rest of Peru. 

It said one striker was hit by a 
bullet fired by troops and another 
was hurt in a dash with backers of 
the ruling APRA Party. 

Police said a dynamite bomb 
thrown from a passing car top- 
pled a lamp post east Lima, while 
two more bombs were defused in 
another part of the dty. 


In the southern dty of Are- 
quipa, witnesses said protesters 
threw a stick of dynamite under 
an armoured car m the main 
square, but it caused no damage. 

Reporters said police fired tear 
gas canmsters at short range into 
a news conference being held by 
CGTP leader Senator Valentin 
Pacho outside the confederation’s 
Lima headquarters. 

Police and troops backed by 
armoured cars fired tear gas ear- 
lier to keep strikers away from 
the square outside CGTP head- 
quarters, where they had planned 
to hold a rally. 

Sen. Pacho said the strike, to 
protest against unemployment, 
restrictive labour laws and the 
failure of the government to im- 
prove workers* purchasing pow- 
er, was 90 per cent successful. 

Labour Minister Orestes Rod- 
riguez told reporters however 
that up to 80 per cent of the 
workforce ignored the strike. 


Webster takes over CIA 


Ganilau delayed announcing 
his own panel of advisers to run 
the government pending a recom- 
mendation from the council of 
chiefs - 

Diplomatic sources said the 
governor-general’s hesitation re- 
flected the weakness of his posi- 
tion against the traditional power 
of the chiefs and the military 
authority of Col. Rabuka. 

Col. Rabuka appealed for calm 
over state radio Wednesday and 
stressed that the army was still 
put in force and would deal with 
any acts of public disorder. 

The Commonwealth has 
offered its support to Fiji’s gov- 
ernor-general in helping to res- 
tore the Pacific island nation to 
democracy. Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Sir Shridath 
Ramphal said Tuesday. 

Ramphal said in a statement 
issued in London that the 49-state 
organisation, which consists of 
Britain and its former colonies 
and territories, was ready to offer 
assistance to Ganilau. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Wil- 
liam Webster, who as FBI direc- 
tor built good relations with Con- 
gress, taxes over the CIA at a 
time when the spy agency’s repu- 
tation on Capitol Hill has seldom 
been worse. 

.Mr. Webster was confirmed 
Tbesday by the Senate, becoming 
the 14th director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) which 
has agents throughout the world 
and a corps of analysts at its 
headquarters near Washington. 

Mr. Webster promised in con- 
firmation hearings last month 
that he would keep congressional 
oversight committees fully in- 
formed of the CIA's activities, 
which cost an estimated S3 billion 
last year. 

His confirmatimi comes as the 
Iran-contra hearings bring to light 
details of the CIA's role m covert 
U.S. arms sales to Iran and its 
involvement in assisting the 
Nicaraguan rebels under the late 
Director William Casey. 


Mr. Webster’s confirmation is 
“important for the country and 
the administration,” said Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan’s chief 
spokesman. Marlin Fitzwater. 
“At this crucial juncture in. world 
affairs, we need thoughtful and 
strong leadership at the CIA.” 

The search continues for a suc- 
cessor to Mr. Webster at the FBI. 
In late March, sources said five 
candidates were being consi-, 
dered. 

Mr. Webster's nomination for 
the CIA post was delayed for 
three days earlier this month by 
Senator Ernest Hollings, an 
opposition Democrat. Hollings 
demanded FBI investigation of 
civ ilians at foe U.S. embassy in 
Moscow in connection with 
espionage allegations against 
Marine guards. Mr. Webster 
.promised such an inquiry. 

Mr. Casey resigned 2>Vi months 
ago following surgery for a 
cancerous brain tumour. He died 
on May 6. 



Labour party narrows 
conservative lead in poll 


Sweden becomes more equal than others 

ctyvtthot M fRl Sweden, renowned for its sociaL equality, 

is the most classless country in the world, aocoj^ngto a 
government study. The report, by the ^ 

IStistics, plots the progress of social 

and equality between 1975 and 1985 and concludes ^Swedes 
are makingmost progress towards breaking down barriers ofsex 
^dd^Sotiai mobility is greater in Sweden *™™<**^ 
countries and it has also increased because aoM ecome 
more open to class movement,” the report said. At present ^we 
have limited scope for making international comparoon,b^t as 
feras we gum* inequality in Sweden fc Jess rarnted than m 
other countries,” it added. The study said 
had gained much ground in securing equal pay for equal work .1 tat 
that higher-educated women were soli losing out to their mate, 
colleagues. - • . 

French director wins Golden Palm 

CANNES, France (R) — French Director Maurice PialafS 
selection for the coveted Golden Palm at the Cannes Intern aton- 
al Film Festival provided a controversial finale to a star-stifoded 
40th anniv ersary extravaganza. Pi ala t, chosen for Sous I ^boieii 
De Satan (Under the Sun of Satan), an adaptation of French 
Roman Catholic writer Georges Bernanos’ novel about a pnesG 
tempted by the devil, was booed and whistled densiyely when 
French Actress Catherine Beneuve announced he had won the. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
opposition Labour Party, trying 
to unseat the ruling- Conserva- 
tives in elections on June 11, has 
narrowed the Conservatives' 
lead, according to an opinion poll 
published Wednesday. 

With three weeks of campaign- 
ing still to go, a Harris Poll for the 
independent breakfast television 
programme TV-AM gave the 
Conservatives a lead of six per. 
cent over Labour, compared with 
an average of 10 per cent in the 
last five opinion polls. 

The latest poll gave the Con- 
servatives 41 per cent support, 
with Labour on 35 per emit and 
the centrist Alliance 23 per cent. 

At a general election, this 
would give the Tories a narrow 
majority of 26, compared with the 
landslide 140-seat majority they 
won in the last elections in 1983. 

The poll was conducted be- 
tween last Saturday and Tuesday, 
when the two main parties laun- 
ched their manifestos, which con- 
trasted Conservative leader Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s free market poli- 
cies with Labour’s Socialist and 
non-nudear programme. 

Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
has accused Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, seeking a record 
third consecutive term in general 
elections next month, of trying to 
turn back the tide of progress;' 

He told an opening campaign 
rally in Birmingham Tuesday 


night after die publication of his 
party's manifesto that Mrs. 
Thatcher's policies were “ex- 
humed from the grave where 
progress buried them 50 years 
ago.” 

The ruling Conservatives also 
unveiled their programme Tues- 
day for five more years in office. 

Mrs. Thatcher, calling for 
“power to the people” in a 
strong, weafthy Britain, promised 
more free enterprise with tax cuts 
and further privatisation of state- 
owned industries. 

Mr. Kinnock promised that 
Labour, committed to a non- 
nudear Britain, would reunite 
what he said was a nation split 
between the rich and the poor 
and pledged a more caring sodety 
in which the government would 
take the sick, elderly and unem- 
ployed under its wing. 

The Centrist Liberal-Social 
Democrat Alliance published its 
manifesto on Monday, proposing 
sweeping changes in the gov- 
erning system including the vir- 
tual abolition of parliament's 
largely hereditary upper cham- 
ber, the House of Lords, and 
internal self-government for Scot- 
land and Wales. 

Mis. Thatcher has 'so far re- 
mained aloof from the elec- 
tioneering^and is not planning to 
hit the campaign trail until later 
in the week. 
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either.” He defiantly punched the air three tunes and left. One 
commentator said on French television later that foreign duectras 
wo uld no longer take Cannes seriously after the Pialat selection. . 
It was the first time since 1966, when Gaude Lelouch ^won for A 
Man And A Woman , that France was accorded the Golden Palm. - 

Parents left chil dren to visit Cannes - . 

PARIS (R) — Police arrested a married couple who abandoned 
their eight children aged 10 months to 12 years to attend , the - 
Cannes film festival. Four of the children were left at home in' 
northern France and four were left by the roadside in southern' 
France, police said. Four roamed country lanes for three days 
before being discovered exhausted and hungry, police from the 
southern city of Toulon said. The parents were detained in a 
routine police check as they hitch-hiked in southern France. They 
face np to two years in prison for abandoning the. children. . 

Superman turns 50 

NEW YORK (R) — Superman, America’s first conric book 
“super-hero,” is turning 50 and his publishers have plaimed 'a': 
year-long celebration almost as elaborate as the Stafttt of; 
Liberty’s recent 100th birthday party. Included, according to 
plans released Tuesday by DC Comics are: A $75-miflion 
advertising and promotional campaign; a major exhibit of': 
Superman comic strips and “artifacts”; a new Superman film 
starring Christopher Reeves; a television special and a gala, 
birthday party on Feb. 29, 1987 — the date the publishers dami 
the “man of steel” was bom. Cleveland, Ohio, the dty where 
Superman’s creators, Joel Siegel and Jerry Shuster, came fromii 
planning to put up a statue. Despite his age. Superman “doesn’t ' 
look a day older than when we launched him in the spring oU 
1938,” said Jeanette Kahn, president DC Comics.- -. ' g 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


BUDDY GOOD! 
By Rita BL Yelle 

ACROSS 
1 Apple rel a ted 
tree 

S Son of Ja c o b 
10 Corona tom 
15 Quote os 
au Bmrtbr 


19 Cky south 
of Moscow 

20 Ctonb 

21 PorfMM 


ch s a dcol 
22SMtog 
— n o — r 

23 To abettor 

24 Motor comae 

25 Steam bath 

26 Connocikm 

27 Warning signal 
29 Buddhtol 


31 C ai fottep a 

33 Rabbtt var. 

34 Rede*. 


DOWN 

1 Ry aloft 

2 Heraldic band 

3 Mattel plant 

4 E Bototed 

5 Agree to 

6 Frightening 

7 Cons* 

9 Mghflown 
Mng 

9 Saquotsa 

10 Shooting bon 

11 Period of ttow 

12 Travel around 

13 Boater and 
Bancroft 

14 Top man 
16 Machine to 

praas paper 

16 Air. plant 

17 Look after 
IBBFOEwwd 

29 Foods* bird 

30 Clerical garb 

Dtogramtess 

ACROSS 
1 Tablets 
S — Idag 
• Cteom 
10 Stupid 
fallow 

12 Handcuffs 
14 Smafl map 
on a map. 

16 Abrupt 

17 Statear 

10 Legal paper 
20 Lyrics 


3 Ten: prof. 

4 AocSons off 

5 Dismounted 

6 TVs A n d — on 

7 Strict 

• Witty ones 
9 Diamond or 

11 Actor Savalss 

12 Wal painting 


Edited by Herb Ettenson 


26 Perceived 
37 Up-to-the- 
minute 
40 Poser 
42 bisect 
46 


47 Cargoes 

48 Hush-hush gp. 

50 P reven t 

51 Tranriation of 


toe A vesta 

52 Movies 

53 TV and press 

55 Wandor about 

56 Cockney abode? 

57 Smell bi s ect s 
SB Marina plant 

60 Bom 

61 Mao's youth 


S3 

64 Arabian nders 
66 Serf of old 


32 Pay attention 

34 Stuffs 

35 Withdrew 
37 Shave Item 


41 Phrygian king 

43 Make amends 

44 Ai no Oma 

45 Baobab and 
ginkgo 

47 Metric 


52 BeWothOd gbf 

53 Measuring 
device 

54 Programs for 


57 Springsteen's 


67 Preferred 
68 Riot anger 
09 ncturaaque 

72 Kllchen gadget 

73 Certafa Br. 


77 Mouths 

78 Maksmi 
land 

80 Mattes 


81 — wtriri 

82 Sringbtg 


15 Voices 
96 Hnd fault 
87 US arttot 
69 SoOdfty 
90WKita8 


91 Certafa 
sculptors 

92 Depends 


BflUbertinea 
59 Vestment 

62 Army man: abb 

63 Femme fatale 
65 toe's domain 
67 One who tags 
88 — HaB U. 


70 Worn bodfy 

71 Arttefs need 

72 Pianist Nero 

73 Knot agate 

74 Cuttur* 
mediums 

75 Succinct 

76 Brown pigment 

79 F«S behind 

80 Strikes 

63 Me m ber of 
noMKy 
85 Neophytes 



110 Am. Indtan 

111 Come apart 
113 Confiscate 9 

115 Fateful date 

116 Ripens 

117 bragatariy 


118 Roam freely 

119 Loch — 


121 Stitched 

122 Type of suto 

123 Fence opente 


^■mai aHHaai mmmm 

mbb mbbb mini am 

MBB MBBB MBBB MM 


8BStengy 

■ffbmatlve 

90 Above 

91 TV part 
93 Manatees 

95 Used Ote phone 

96 Crazy Horse 5 
Sitting Bub 

96 Entrap 
100 Kind of pro- 


17 X 17, by Roger Coburn 


21 Tried to steal. 

a base 

22 BuBdfag wfag 

23 Woe! 

24 Transgresaton 
20 Cook: bi a way 
27 Eastern stele: 


31 Uscany 
33 VMa open 
36 Cup handte 


13 Slaloms 
16 Wins: sfcbr. 
16 Nat or 


20 Plug 

25Sewteg ham 
26 Evergreen 

28 Marbles 

29 — da mar 

30 Copy 


36 Boutique 


40 BucKoto 

41 Windshield 
adjunct 

43 Presidentia l 
ffkJflOQfUO 

44 Prior to: prat. 

47 High degree 

48 Thus 
BOTbrt 


33 Dtefcreiy 


34 ProcofpiMon 

37 Boy 

38 Assistance 

39 Oewt reS y 
fa cet e d 

41 Speak softly 

42 OptSent 
44 Veranda 

46 Her agBarb- 
taw was Naomi 


101 Enjoy a book 

102 Therefore 

103 Food rogtown 

104 State 
positively 

106 Baach covering 

107 Thought 

108 Cozy ptocs 

109 Being 
112 Comp. pL 
114 Beet n eg a t i ve 


51 Throe: prof. 
S Voucher 

55 Scoots 

56 Ce ca l sle d 

W o- -* 

61 That hurtst 
62 Adequate 
63 P aroge n 
6S Teaser 
56 Ctoee 
67 Lqpl point 
68 Center 


46 Verbal pauses 

47 Preen 
49 Chatter 
SOPOR 

SI M siodl c 
syCsbte 

53 Promt 

54 Creed 

55 Skepdctsm 
67 Otherwise 
58 Gates 

80 Expensive 
64 Broadway sign 


hmbb J 111114 mbmb 
MBBB MBBB Mil MBBB 
MBB HHH Mill MM 

mum MHB lllllll Ml 

aninu mhb mmm 

MM MHB MBH W 

JJMBfl MBBB 
MB MMBBB MBBB MB 
Mfla MBBB MBBB MBB 
MBBil MB IMBB MBBB 
MBflBa MMBBB MBflad 
MBJ MBBB BBBB ■ 
JJJBIBBJ BBB BBBBBBBBj 
BBBB BBBBfl BflBBB BBBB 
BBBB BBBBB BBBBB BBB 
BBBB MBBB BBBBB BBB 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Erasable Ink is the beat Invention since man discovered all his nio- 

taJces. .... 

2. Friendly banker lent very needed bankroll to lose olive rarmer in 
Italy. 

3. In bridge we are all permitted to wap but not allowed to renege. 

4. Ornery bag lady lifted another lady's One soft Handbag. • - 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1- YZ YAfft AM MI YGFAYGM EGLZ -YNTO BARS 
POG DGCFOGL YIMFHZ THINK! DAFO 
I T T C M A I W C H KCLK I E G L T C M F. —ten Sherry. 

2. MONXCT NM PNPNOFLCT MORGGHBFLW 

SPNR.G VFWV MBK.PG G.lBHT B8:C R 
KVSHBHKO ERTFX. ^Gdrdoto MUte* 

3. XYZQQABY YCE QCD JZQ AGEJOT-' QCD' 
QBfPRR XPCVE APT.XVC8B SOD UOOQCJI: 

— Pkmp F. Brennan 

4. E J I E N Z. ANCCXX-TZ OBW CLO^Y W- 1 ! IrC 


WIOJYLG AOAIXI 


—By Barbara j- Sugg - 
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